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Little Lynn is the daughter
of a family from China, immigrated
to the USA not so long ago. A
child born with disability is a
complete tragedy to the Chinese.
Learn how a CHASK family, the
Hildebrands, ministered to this
Chinese family and helped win the
hearts of Lynn’s mommy and
daddy back to their little girl.
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Warm spring days have made our outside camping fun
while we remodel. The mornings are the coolest, but a crackling
fire along with a bowl of breakfast is enough to wake us up.

We cook in the bus, eat in the shop and sleep in the
house. Totally gutting the kitchen and living room, plus adding
onto the kitchen so it fits our table, has been alot of work. We
hope to be in our completed living area by the end of May.

The NATHHAN /CHASK office has been busier than
ever before for thistime of year. Thankfully we have Joy,
Shanna, Jessica, and Sherry’s mom working most of the week.

Many of you may have received a letter describing our
office upgrade. We are moving toward this goal quite well, and
are programming our server and integrating the rest of the
equipment as we have time. The program we are purchasing
will enable usto enter information just one time (instead of
severa times) and will allow you better functions, such as
creating your own password to get into the NATHHAN web
site, and allowing you to correct your CHASK bio or directory
entry.

Our children are getting older and expanding their
horizons. Jacob isworking at Meadowcreek Computers,
installing high speed internet systems, and doing data base
programming. He is also helping out in the NATHHAN office
upgrading our new system.

Josh isworking full time pouring concrete for a great
family in our church.

Lizaisliving with afamily that has younger special
needs children in Washington. Sheis enjoying it immensely and
plans to stay there to help out with their large family.

Sheela, 17, isworking/living in Free Union, Virginia at
Faith Mission. Sheis getting some independent living training,
working on her Braille, and enjoying the different volunteer
projects she getsto do. We are very excited for this safe
opportunity for her to stretch her wings alittle. We miss her
very much and call her almost every week to see how sheis
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doing. She always said she was not
homesick...until she had a sore throat and tummy
ache one day...then she was “home sick”.

Jordan is 18 and has developed | ots of
strong muscles helping out with this remodel job.
Heisour chief lumber packer and trash hauler. He
isvery diligent and sticks with ajob until itis
done.

Lynny,13, islearning to be independent in
many areas. Not having Sheela around to care for
her needs has forced Lynny to make her own way
around the house. She now bathes herself, does
most of her self-care and is very happy with her
new independence. We are happily waiting for
her new motorized wheel chair so she can be
outside independently (and get to the restroom on
timel!).

Zack ,14, and Zeph, 12, have been the
major workers for thisfirst part of the remodel
(the tearing out). Gutting out the interior sounded
easy, until we realized that the house was built the
old fashioned way...LOTS of layers of wood and
LOTSof nails. Anyway, they have hung in there
and worked with Dad on framing and plumbing.
They are looking forward to watching the
subcontractors do their different jobs, too.

Sheraya, 10, and Mercy, 8, are helping
mom watch ShaHannah and put in raspberries,
strawberries, onions, and garlic. We are also
weeding out the present flower beds, and making
terraced vegetable areas on our hillside going up
tothe barn. Itisgreat soil, but very rocky. We
purchased some 12 foot long little green houses at
the farmer’s market to cover the ground and hurry
up the lettuce, spinach and beets.

Jayben is 4 and absolutely LOVES this
being outside all the time business. He plays all
day and sleeps hard al night. He rides his bike
and helps mom with gardening. He keeps
“hounding” to sleep outside with Daphne our dog,
but it is still freezing nights!

ShaHannah, 20 months, is our challenge.
We do not dare leave her unattended for a
moment, as she delights in investigating every
new change in the building project. Shelikesto
sit right in the middle of whatever anyone istrying
to do and has no regard for falling debris or
hammers. Sheistalking so much now. Water is
“wadi”, al big animals are “moooo’s’ and she
loves to feed the baby goats their bottles.
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“Camping” makeslife interesting. Our
laundry is outside, and the kitchen in several
different places, which makesit interesting to
get everything together to cook ameal. It is not
so bad, because we are not sleeping on the
ground, but in our own beds. We closed off the
bedrooms and hallway with heavy plastic,
plugged up the heater vents that went to the now
open to the outside. Lighting afireat nightin
the furnace warms up the house just fine and
makes sleeping cozy.

Tom isworking part time for Truss Tech,
designing trusses. He feels challenged and
happy to be given the opportunity to use the
math he lovesto do.

Sherry is very thankful for the office
help. Moving closer to people who can help out
has made the NATHHAN / CHASK office
manageable, along with keeping up with the
family needs too.

The Lord has been teaching us the
importance of putting Him first in al things...
including our personal devotions and the
decisions we make.

A very special lesson Heis teaching us
these last 6 monthsiswhat it meansto be truly
broken or submitted to Jesus and Hiswill for our
lives. Itisso easy for pride and self-pity to get
in the way of our spiritual walk. Disguised very
subtly, it can surprise us by popping up in the
very place where we thought we were doing so
well!

We encourage you to open your hearts to
include meaningful personal devotions. Make
the time to hear His voice speaking through the
scriptures. Sometimes we are stressed,
disappointed, or even going through avery
painful time. It seems hard to hear His voice.
Whatever He allows into your life, take courage.
Even the pain that can engulf us at timesis used
for our good, if we allow Him to show us.

May the Lord lovingly surround you
with family and friends this summer and give
you a heart to hear His voice.

Love,

Tom, Sherry, Jake, Josh, Jordan,
Sheela, Zack, Zeph, Lynny, Sheraya,
Mercy, Jayben and ShaHannah
Bushnell
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History and Information About NATHHAN

NATHHAN began with atelephone call from one mother of achild with Down syndrome to another mother
homeschooling her son with Down syndrome in the early spring of 1990. Acting on the Lord's prompting to begin a
network of parents helping one another, Diane Macheth in PA wrote Kathy Salars in Texas on March 17th, 1990, thus
announcing the birth of NATHHAN.

Inthefall of 1992, NATHHAN's exponential growth from 2 to over 600 families, it became impossible for these
moms to keep up. Tom and Sherry Bushnell offered their assistance and NATHHAN’ s main office was moved to Olalla,
WA. The NATHHAN/CHASK office now operates in Moyie Springs, Idaho.

A board meets periodically to make decisions. Its officers are Jim and Jerri Unruh in Bonner’s Ferry, ID; Ralph
and Debbie Pool, Cheney, WA ; John and Diane Ryckman, Creston, B.C., Tom and Sherry Bushnell and Andy and Linda
Dillon, Camano Island, WA ; Financial Advisory; Dennis and Linda Lamphere, Moyie Springs, ID, William Byler and
Dayton Skrivseth, Bonners Ferry, ID; James and Dana McKenzie in Battleground, WA.

In the Fall of 2002, as an outgrowth of NATHHAN, CHASK was born. CHASK, Christian Homes And Special
Kids, matches special kids with families for free, no agency fees or referral costs.

NATHHAN / CHASK’s web page and magazine strive to equip and encourage parents with specia needs children,
assisting them in finding the will of God for their lives.

NATHHAN 's Ministry CHASK'’s Ministry
National Challenged Homeschoolers Christian Homes And
Special Kids
NATHHAN NEWS - This magazine, printed twice a year, Parents can raise their disabled child
includes resources, articles from parents and professionals, and with joy and competence. Christ isthe

lots of letters from famili |us much more. . . ..
&P answer to making it through any crisis.

NATHHAN WEB PAGE www.nathhan.org
Updated quarterly. A full service web page with all the features of Our goal isto match every special needs

the print style NATHHAN NEWS plus a discussion board and on- . .
line applications for the lending library and family directory. A child that God bri ngsto us who needs a

password is needed to access the NATHHAN membership portion. home, before-born or aready born, with
Hurd(:éegs of articles from the last 14 years of NATHHAN are a Christian family. No agency fees.
INClu .

FAMILY DIRECTORY - Although some of uswill never www.chask.org

meet this side of heaven, we can still encourage and share a bit of chaskinfo@aol .com

our lives with each other. The directory is on-line, password
protected, updated once ayear and is available to members willing
to bein the directory.

LENDING LIBRARY - Thelibrary is operated through the Gift Memberships
mail for NATHHAN members. Members donate postage to and Gift memberships are available for folks

Cataog o boravicnt onthewet Stemmnamenarg | facing financial difficuity. A NATHHAN/ CHASK
Book donations are gladly accepted. gift membership entitles the family to NATHHAN/
CHASK'sinternet services. NATHHAN/CHASK's

gift program is funded solely by other homes sharing
out of their concern and abundance, giving so other
All this for only $25.00 / year. Christian brothers and sisters can receive the

Unbelievable! encouragement they need. We want you to get the

: support you need. If your home cannot afford the

$25.00, don't hesitate to send us what you can afford
and reguest a gift membership.
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If phonics doesn’t click, try
Farm Animal Words Reading Kit

Designed to assist you in teaching sight reading skills, Farm Animal Words Reading Kit
consists of a book called My Farm Animal Book, a double set of flashcards, and an instruction
booklet on how to teach sight reading.

N o o, My Farm Animal Book Features
S ™ L kS 10 well known farm animals.
Large (8 %2” by 11”), uncluttered pages.
One simple animal photograph per page with large, easy to
By Diane Ryckman read print.
e = Total reading vocabulary of 57 words. 4 new words per page.
= Repetition and review of words incorporated into text.

J Uy

FEN NN NN RN TR RNy

Farm Animal Words Reading Kit has been developed by Diane Ryckman, and has been
thoroughly tested on her son Andrew, who just happens to have Down syndrome.

For more information visit www.kootenay.com/~ryckman/DownHomelearning.html
E-mail: ryckman@kootenay.com
Phone: (250) 428-7798

John and Diane Ryckman

1453 Evans Rd. RR7

Creston, B.C.

VOB-1G7 $18.50 US / $23.00 Canadian

§he has the reedom to follow
her own path for learning.

We're making sure she keeps it.

Her familys membership in Home School Legal
Defense Association provides personal legal counsel—
and the confidence of legal representation should their

rights be challenged.
That’s a lot of protection for just 27 cents a day.

Call 866-338-8603 (toll-free) or visit wwwhslda.org,

iy | Want to homeschool tomorrow?
SEMBN  You need HSLDA today.
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Special Needs Support Groups

Deaf Ministries List

Earl and Shirley Wilbers

221 W. Gay St.

Harrisonburg, VA 22802

E-mail: EEARL2@a0l.com

Website: Deaf MinistriesList
http://members.aol.com/deaflist/web.html

Especially Yours - asupport group for families homeschooling
children with special needs. All are welcome.

Call Patricia Rendoff.

(303) 937-3428 or at prdiggie@juno.com

Shepherd Boy - Strategies for Autism

4241 Faye Drive

Olive Branch, MS 38654

www.shepherdboy.org

Hands-on, practical ideas for working with individuals with autism
and related disabilities.

HOPES - Homeschooling Our Precious Exceptional
Students. We meet on thefirst Thursday night of each month.
For more information contact Jim and Mary Rees,

Traveler's Rest, SC Phone: (864) 834-0264

Bethel Baptist Academy

P.O. Box 10035

Fullerton, CA 92838

Norm and Sharon Wallace (714) 527-5807 or Matthew and Julia
Hoch (714) 990-0199. We help Moms write their | EPs through our
workshops.  Our resource specialist is Marian Soderholm. She
can be found at (562) 425-7886 or e-mail at

mercedchri stian@yahoo.com

AVCS Books

Sharon Hensley, MA

6291 Vegas Drive

San Jose, CA 9512

408-997-0290
www.almadenvalleychristianschool.com

H.A.N.D.S. ON!

Support group for special needs homeschoolersin PA

Newsletter: _http://groups.yahoo.com/group/handson_westernpal
Onlineforum:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wpahandson/

S.N.A.C.K.S. of Delaware

(Specia Needs and Christian Kids)

Helping families and churches to minister to their special needs
children. Serving the greater Delaware Valley and Tri-State region.
Contact: Tita Wyatt

Email: tewjr@flash.net

Christian Cottage School

(303) 688-6626 Sedalia, Colorado

Mike and Terry Spray founded CCS for diagnostic testing and
prescribing curriculum.

Special Children Special Blessings
Jim and Debbie Mills

8266 Leucadia Ave. San Diego, CA 92114
(619) 469-5822

Specially Gifted c/o the Pegrams

7217 South Drive Richmond, VA 23225-1622

(804) 323-1786

Strengthuntostrength@juno.com A support group for families
homeschooling special needs children. Part of a Christian
family-based ministry operated by Dave and Deb Pegram. Also
operate a private Christian “umbrella’ school that provides
transcripts, |EP's, testing and evaluative services.

PRAISE

Parents Reaching Academically in Special Education

A homeschool support group for parents homeschooling special
needs children.

947 Park SW  Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

(616) 451-3620

Contact Shannon Bloemendaa Email: sbloemen@aol.com

Parents Instructing Challenged Children (PICC)
Allen and Barb Mulvey
700 W Liberty St.
Rome, NY 13440 315-339-5524
picc@tweny.rr.com
PICC has alending library and publishes an annual directory of
families homeschooling special needs children.

0.U.C.H. Ohio’s Uniquely Challenged
Homeschoolers

(formerly C.H.O.S.E.N. Christian Homeschool Specia
Educational Needs)

Renee Silvaroli—Support Group Coordinator & Workshop
Speaker. Meets at Silvaroli's home.

Phone: (440) 944-4782

Email: RCHOSEN@visn.net

Please RSVP.

“Ohio Special Needs Resource Packet” available (at cost of
$10.00 plus $2.50 postage/handling); State Newsletter $5.00 (5
issues); workshops and specia needs consultation available
(%$1.00 for sample newsletter).

Braille Sharing Library/ Lydia Schuck

1981 Eden Rd.

Mason, M1 48854 (517) 676-4621

laschuck@juno.com

We have alist of brailleto share. Braille can be sent to me.
Please label what isin the box and contact me by phone or e-
mail beforeitis sent.

Down Home Learning

Does your child have Down Syndrome? Need someone to talk
to? Have some ideas to share? Contact: Diane Ryckman

1453 EvansRd. RR 7

Creston, B.C. VOB 1G7 CANADA (250)-428-7798

Email: ryckman@kootenay.com
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Special Needs Support Groups

Rock of Refuge

Resources & support for families coping with
Special Needs. Offers caring encouragement for
parents/caregivers of those with special needs.
Meets 1st Monday each month 7pm-8:30, just
north of Tampa, Florida.

Victorious Life Church

6224 Old Pasco Rd.

Wesley Chapel, FL 33544

813-973-2230 church office

Contact : Sheri Nelson 813-996-3366 home
E-Mail: RockofRefuge@aol.com

Preschool At Home?

Carrying To Term Resources

American Association of Pro Life
Obstetricians and Gynecologists.
www.aaplog.org

AAPLOG National Office Contact Info:
Phone: (616) 546-2639.
Email: info@aaplog.org

Www.Benotafraid.net
An online outreach to parents who have
received adifficult prenatal diagnosis. The

family stories, articles, and links within this site
are presented as a resource for those who may
have been asked to choose between terminating
apregnancy or continuing on despite the
diagnosis. The benotafraid.net families faced the

Are you homeschooling or unschooling your
preschool age child? Looking for preschool ideas?
Do you want to connect with other preschool
homeschool parents?

We have lots of great ideas, links and
more! Need ideas for pre-K and K math, language
arts, craftsfor little ones, field trips, Charlotte
Mason, unschooling, special needs, great books for
preschoolers, educational toys, feel free to ask!

Our members share tips for organizing,
links to wonderful websites, and more!

Just getting started with your toddler? Join
us and get support from other moms!

Do you have a home daycare? Join us and
let's share our great ideas for teaching little ones!

Wondering what to do all day home alone
with young children? Join us!  http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/preschool _homeschool/

same decision and chose not to terminate.

Waiting with Love site
http://www.erichad.com/wwl/

Post Abortion Resources

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats
1-877-HOPE-4-ME (1-877-467-3463)
www.RachelsVineyard.org

Healing Hearts Ministries
(on-line counseling)
www.HealingHearts.org
1-888-792-8282

Safe Haven Ministries (on-line counseling)

www.SafeHavenMinistries.com

Ramah Internationa
www.Ramahl nternational.org

Save One, www.SaveOne.org
1-866-329-3571
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)y
3 1st Straight Talk

A Parents Guide for Correcting

Childhood Mispronunciations

Written by
Marisa J. Lapish, M.A. in Speech Pathology

Charts explain normal sound development

The Consonant Cookbook, suggestions to help with
each consonant’s correct sound.

Test forms and score sheets o
An excellent resource for parents wishing to

.. . implement a quality speech therapy program without
Word training lists spending lots of money or going to the public school.
We've used it successfully for over 10 years.
——Tom Bushnell

B $45.00

Free Shipping!

1st Straight Talk’s ovp

Watch Marisa demonstrate the sound “r’using the manual.
30 min. video supplements the manual.
Video is $20.00 separate from the manual.

Combination Straight Talk 1 + bvD = $55.00

Order online at www.nathhan.org or use the order form on page 32!
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2nd Straight Talk /r
A Parent's Guide to
Language Development

A Christian Perspective

Written by
Marisa J. Lapish, M.A. in Speech Pathology
and Tom and Sherry Bushnell, Directors of NATHHAN

Exercises in Learning to Listen

Nuts and Bolts of Language Training

Increasing Auditory and Visual Comprehension

Language Development Activities for the Christian Home

Tests to Determine Exactly Where Your Child Needs Help

Suggestions for Working with Children Ranging from Non-verbal to More
Advanced in Language.

' $45.00

112 page manual, free shipping!

An excellent resource for parents helping their
children overcome language delays.

Order online at www.nathhan.org or use the order form on page 32!
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CHASK—Christian Homes
And Special Kids

Beautiful Charity Rose

We wanted to give you a brief update
of our experience with our new baby girl,
Charity Rose. After you called us two weeks
ago today to ask if we would be interested in
pursuing the adoption of the little girl born that
day with Down's Syndrome, we needed to have
our lawyer get in touch immediately. We be-
gan the process of |etting the hospital, social
workers and anyone else who cared to listen,
know that we were indeed interested in the
sweet little girl waiting for afamily to take her
home. We were able to see our baby the next
morning and because of breathing problems
and possible heart conditions we were only
allowed a few minutes of holding and cud-
dling. After afew days she was transferred to
the children’ s hospital in San Francisco. They
ran many tests and finally concluded that our
little Charity Rose was healthy and ready to go
home. Because of her poor muscle tone she
has a little trouble getting the suck, swallow,
breathe system down when sheis eating, so we
had to learn special techniques for getting her
to remember to breathe. Charity is also bene-
fiting from the fact that her 8 month old

brother is nursing and there is milk to spare.
She nurses well and takes the bottle well in
order to supplement her feedings. Our three
oldest children are completely taken with
Charity and are so grateful to the Lord for
specifically answering their prayer for a baby
sister. We are all thankful her birth mom
gave her the gift of life and we are beginning
atentative relationship with her. Shewas
reluctant to have any contact with us, but has
since changed her mind and we are hopeful
that we will continue to minister to her asthe
Lord allows. Thank you CHASK for all that
you do. We are blessed beyond words.

The Goulding Family

Will, Elizabeth, Tucker, Chloe, Ellie, Harri-
son and Charity

Sweet Samantha DeWitt

We've named our baby Samantha
Lauren, and we call her Sami. Besides
Down Syndrome, she has an atrialventricul ar
canal and ventricular septal defect in her
heart, which will be repaired when sheis
10lbs. She was also born with a duodenal
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atresia, which was a blockage in her belly, but that
has already been successfully repaired! Once she
has recovered from her heart surgery, then she will
undergo surgery for her cleft lip and palate. The
doctors say once sheis off of her IV, then she can
come home. We visit for aslong and often aswe
can, since sheisstill in the NICU about 5 hours
away (depending on traffic). We hold her and rock
her for hours while we are there, and she looks
around and follows our voices, squeezes our fin-
gers, and when she smiles...our hearts just melt!
She lovesto listen to her musical mobile on her
crib and the way she wiggles and kicks her legs
and stretches, one of her nurses says," Sheis going
to be a ballerina someday!"
When | look down at this
precious gift that God has
given us, | am so over-
whelmed with joy words just
cannot express.

God Bless, The DeWitt's
Jamey, Annette, Bethany,
Seth, Samantha and " Sami”

These are just 3 of the
babies that are now at home.
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bies with an adverse prenatal diagnosis and for
parents who are sorrowing.

Some moms are so happy to hear that
there is another option for their little one be-
sidestermination . Most medical profession-
alsdo not like to abort, but are bound by
medical policy to offer the option of death for
theses babies.

There are so many wonderful support
organizations just for families who are choos-
ing to carry to term. (See page 9 for alisting).

Some moms have a hard time thinking
of letting another mommy raise their baby.
The world’ sidea of what
is best is so convoluted.
Frequently we speak with
moms who do not want to
terminate their preg-
nancy, yet cannot face the
idea of adoption either. |
think the medical com-
munity has confused the
public with so much bio
babble. “Quality of life”,
“ piece of tissue”, or
“probable fetal demise”.

We just love to share about
how families are positively

affected by choosingto keep  God has blessed us!
their babies with special needs
or adopt a baby that William "Alexander" Gray

would otherwise
have been aborted or
let diein ahospital,
for lack of loving
arms,

Many times
we are “out-of-the-
loop” knowing if
babies come home
or not. We dearly
love to hear updates
and how things are
going. Sometimes
we have sad days
when amom
chooses to terminate her pregnancy instead of let
her baby live. We rejoice with moms who choose
life. We are hard at work looking for pre-born ba-

Born October 13, 2005

brother Bryson and his
Niki

that heis doing well.

4 pounds 15 ounces - 16 inches long

The whole family isthrilled especially hisbig

Baby William was born with Gastroschisis
(intestines out of the abdominal wall.) He
also has Duchenne MD. Hisfamily reports

These terms are frighten-
ing to expectant moms
and dads. Many of
them do not know any
Christian families
with special needs
children. Little do
they know that spe-
e cial needs means
big sisters Brenda & special blessings!
Thefollowingisa
selection from an
articletitled The
New Eugenics,
by George Neumayr
Published 7/13/2005.
This article appeared
in the June issue of
The American Spec-

tator.
Theright to abort adisabled child, in
other words, is approaching the status of a
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duty to abort adisabled child. Parents who abort
their disabled children won't be asked to justify
their decision. Rather, it isthe parents with dis-
abled children who must justify themselvesto a
society that tacitly asks: Why did you bring into
the world a child you knew was disabled or
might become disabled?

Andrew Kimbrell points out that many
parents are given the complicated information
prenatal screening yields with little to no guid-
ance from doctors. "We're leaving parents with
complete confusion. Numerous parents are told
by doctors, ‘we think there is some fault on the
50th chromosome of your child.” A number of
polls have shown that people don't understand
those odds. There is enormous confusion out
there and nobody is out there to help them,” he
says. "Thisisahuge tangle. And it leads people
to abort out of confusion: 'l guess| better abort,

because | don't know. It sounds really bad and
| don't know what the percentages mean."

Andrew Imparato of AAPD wonders
how progressives got to this point. The new
eugenics aimed at the disabled unborn tell the
disabled who are dive, "disability is afate
worse than death,” he says. "What kind of mes-
sage does this send to people living with spina
bifida and other disabilities? It is not a progres-
sive value to think that a disabled personis
better off dead.”

Each year in Americafewer and fewer
disabled infants are born. Thereason is
eugenic abortion. Doctors and their patients
use prenatal technology to screen unborn chil-
dren for disabilities, then they use that infor-
mation to abort a high percentage of them.
Without much scrutiny or debate, a eugenics
designed to weed out the disabled has become
commonplace.

Please join us in ministering to birth parents.
NATHHAN /CHASK P.O. Box 310 Moyie Springs, ID 83845

Name

www.chask.org

Address

Phone: ( ) E-mail

O | am interested in sharing with birth parentsin crisis. Please send me

They can contact me via O e-mail

Disahilities | can share about with birth parents:

CHASK brochures.

O telephone O letter

O | aminterested in adopting a child with specia needs. We are interested in getting more information about how
CHASK’ s matching service works. Please refer to www.chask.org for more information also.

(O Wedlovetohelp. Included isour donation of $
| want to help share Christ with birth parentsin crisis and support CHASK’s
unique ministry to the unborn with special needs.

NATHHAN /CHASK isab501 c 3 not-for-profit ministry. All donations are tax deductible and are used to
directly assist in saving the lives of babies with special needs and ministering to parents with special needs children.
Credit cards accepted. Please make your checks out to NATHHAN / CHASK . (208) 267-6246



¢ NATHHAN NEWS Spring / Summer 2006

Not wishing to publicize a practice most doc-
tors prefer to keep secret, the medical community re-
leases only sketchy information on the frequency of
eugenic abortion against the disabled. But to the extent
that the numbers are known, they indicate that the vast
majority of unborn children prenatally diagnosed as
disabled are killed.

Medical researchers estimate that 80 percent or
more of babies now prenatally diagnosed with Down
syndrome are aborted. (They estimate that since 1989,
70 percent of Down-syndrome fetuses have been
aborted.) A high percentage of fetuses with cystic fi-
brosis are aborted, as evident in Kaiser Permanente's
admission to the New Y ork Times that 95 percent of
its patients in Northern California choose abortion af -
ter they find out through prenatal screening that their
fetuswill have the disease.

The frequent use of eugenic abortion can also
be measured in dwindling populations with certain dis-
abilities. Since the 1960s, the number of Americans
with spina bifida has markedly declined. This dropping
trend line corresponds to the rise of prenatal screening.
Owing to prenatal technology and eugenic abortion,
some rare conditions, such as the genetic disorder Tay-
Sachs, are even vanishing in America, according to
doctors.

Inlight of al of this, CHASK is grateful
for the tiny crack CHASK families are making
in the world of the unborn that are disabled.
PARENTS ARE CHOOSING LIFE! We ap-
preciate the opportunity God gives usto save
the lives of babies not-yet-born, and affect the
lives of the newly born. It makesan incredible
statement to the world having CHASK families
availableto share their lives (and resources)
with children who are disabled. Some call us
noble, some call us crazy, but here at CHASK
we just want to be called Followers of Chrigt,
sharing His love.

15

How does CHASK
work?

*Adoptive family fills out a CHASK
application (page 17 or www.chask.org)

*A birth mom in crisis contacts us. Are
there any NATHHAN families willing to
take her pre-born baby or child with
special needs?

*We contact adoptive families, getting
permission to send the birth mom their
information.

*We send birth mom 3 families to choose
from, including their Dear Birth-Mom
letters. After choice is made....

*Potential adoptive family and birth mom
handle details such as communication,
transportation, lawyer fees.

*Some financial help for adoptive costs
may be available by private gifts from
NATHHAN families.

Adoptive family should:
eLook into having a homestudy.

«Adoptive family should locate an
adoption lawyer and be aware of their
state’s laws. (In some states, in order to
avoid the appearance of impropriety, the
adoption should be handled through an
adoption lawyer. We can help you find a
pro-life lawyer.)

*Adoptive family should be willing to pray
and receive God’s will for the birth mom’s,
baby’s, and their lives, no matter what the
decision reached by the birth mom.

“Dear birth mom” letters are VERY
important. Your personal experience
about why you chose life, instead of
abortion, for your special needs baby can
be instrumental in saving the life of this
baby.

Please send us a letter as a ministry to
encourage moms to choose life, even
if you do not plan to adopt.
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CHASK Application
Christian Homes And Special Kids

1. Last Name 2. First Names
3. Address State Zip
4. Phone ( ) 5. E-mail

7. Number of children in your family living in your home.

8. Describe your family. (Use a separate sheet if you need to. Pictures are nice).

9. What age of child are you considering?

10. Are you open to adopting a child of mixed race or color?

11. What disabilities would you feel comfortable with at this time? (For a more complete list to
consider, see CHASK application on the internet www.chask.org )

12. Name of Church

13. Describe your faith in Jesus Christ: (You may want to use a separate sheet of paper.)

14. Name and phone of pastor ........ Name Phone # ( )

15. Please give us a 2nd reference ..Name Phone # ( )

16. What are your reasons for adopting? (Use your sheet of paper.)

17. Dear Birth Mom Letter. (Please carefully write a letter sharing your heart about adoption, special
needs, and your vision for your family. For an example letter see www.chask.org under “Waiting
Families”.) We also need 1 family picture that we can scan into the computer with your entry.

CHASK/NATHHAN

P.O. Box 39 Porthill, ID 83853
(208) 267-6246
www.chask.org
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Unruh Update

The Unruh family has assisted with
NATHHAN and CHAXK for the last 8 years. They
continue to share a unique, compassionate, per-
spective with NATHHAN families as members of
the NATHHAN / CHASK board. They are a great
support to the Bushnell family and volunteer with
office work, the NATHHAN directory and li-
brary.

“My graceis sufficient for you, for my
strength is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Cor.
12:9a

Wow! These words have never been
morereal in my life. To begin with, my hoped
for home birth became a high speed adventure to
the hospital. God gracefully allowed Sherry to
drive at break neck speed without a deer, elk,
moose or car in sight! Labor had been great! My
midwife, Joyce, along with Sherry and Jim were
there seeing me through each contraction, and
then everything changed. Welost our little one’s
heart beat and could not find it. | only remember
snatches of the next few hours. My clearest
memory is of lying in the back of the car, looking
into Jim’s eyes and feeling the Lord holding me.

We both thought we had lost
her, yet the Lord gave us peace. An
emergency C-section was performed
and we are thankful to have Lily Grace.
When we chose her name we had no
idea how much grace we would need.
Eight days later, with the love and sup-
port of friends and family, we gave our
only... | mean other daughter, Joy,
away to lan, afine man. Also, our
house sold and we signed papersjust a
few days after the wedding. We began
moving the next week. A few years
ago | would have struggled with al the
wonderful, loving help that was lav-
ished on us during thistime. | would
have felt ashamed that | couldn’t do it all myself
(superwoman syndrome). During the depression
that followed the birth of our last little one, | rec-
ognized that | have atendency to trust in my own
strength instead of relying onthe Lord’s. | had to
accept the fact that | am awork in process; that the
Lord isfaithful to teach me daily to trust in Him
and to realize that | am indeed weak! Imagine
that!

“Therefore most gladly | will rather boast
in my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities,
in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in dis-
tresses, for Christ’s sake. For when | am wesak,
then | am strong.”

2 Corinthians. 12:9b-10

To say that | have learned to trust wholly in
the Lord and that | have this one figured out would
be afalsehood. If so, | don't think | would have
had to go through even more training in weakness.
But, | do, daily. Daily | have to allow myself to
trust; to trust in Hisword and to obey it.

Preserve me, O God, for in you | put
my trust. Psalm 16:1
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A book written by NATHHAN families

Christian
Homes
And
Special
Kids

CHASK

Warmly penned, practical resource

. : ) |
written by homeschooling parents. Chapter 1- You Can Do It!

_ _ Chapter 2 - How To Begin
Here are moms and dads, just like you,

living Christian lives and raising their ~ Chapter 3 - Pre-School Y ears
special needs child for the Lord!
Chapter 4 - Elementary Y ears
CHASK is packed full of tips, stories
and advice from families that have
been there. We know you will love  Chapter 6 - Therapy / Adaptive Technology
reading it again and again.

Chapter 5 - Teens/ Adult Vocational Training

Chapter 7 - Character Development

Over 270 pages, 6" by 9” Chapter 8 - Individual Education Plans
Compiled and edited by
Sherry Bushnell Chapter 9 - What’sit Like Raising A Child With...?

and Diane Ryckman
Chapter 10 - The Ministry Of CHASK

PLUS alarge topical subject
and resource index.

See order form on page 32



Has i1t been a long time since your family

enjoyed a restful week together?

(s ' )
'.’.g/' ol \

Join us for a week of family camp.

Meaningful family life does not come easy. From
out of nowhere come stress and pressures that
cause strain on your family’'s relationships. In a
family affected by disability, sometimes it doesn’t
take much to push it over the top. Since 1991
families from around the country have attended
Joni and Friends Family Retreats seeking a time of rest and recreation, Christ-centered
encouragement, and the tools to build a stronger family. Held at accessible camp and conference
centers across the United States during the summer, Family Retreats provide dynamic five-day
programs that refresh and strengthen your whole family. Joni and Friends Family Retreats
provide a lifeline to families — families just like yours — who want hope and encouragement that
will last. You and your family will be blessed, inspired, and make new friendships that will last a

lifetime. Join us this summer at a retreat near you.

www.joniandfriends.org/retreat

or call 800-523-5777 and ask for the family information packet
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CHASK Adoption Family Heroes

CHASK would like to name Chip and
Cathy Hildebrand
CHASK Adoptive
Family Hero for 2005.
Being aCHASK fam-
ily is not always a bou-
guet of roses, and does
not always guarantee a
child... as you will
read.

The Hildebrands
have gone beyond car-
ing for their persona
feelings, and have
chosen instead to min-
ister to the souls of a
lonely, frightened fam-
ily that immigrated
from China. Today there are other CHASK
families portraying Christ’s love to hurting
familiesin tangible ways. We want to ex-
press our admiration to all of you for your
bravery and say THANK Y OU for your com-
mitment of time and finances to minister to
familiesin crisis.

Lynn’s Story

By Cathy Hildebrand
On August 24, 2005 we got acall from
CHASK about alittle Chinese girl living in
Maryland. She had acleft lip and palate. She
had already had open heart surgery and she
was born with a chromosone abnormality that
was very rare. She would probably have
some retardation and possible small limbs.
She was at that time, 5 months old. Sheim-
mediately stole my heart. | really felt she
was going to be our daughter. We gave per-
mission for our bio to go to her birth parents,
who supposedly were sure they could not
keep her and wanted no contact after the
adoption.

The following day we received another
call about alittle
boy named Jack.
He was 9 weeks old
and had several
problemsincluding
vision issues. We
were torn but felt
we needed to be
available for Lynn.
Because the other
family bio that was
sent had Asian fam-
ily members, it was
strongly felt that
Lynn’s parents
would choose them.
Knowing this, we
still choseto be available for Lynn if that was
theway God led. | do know that Jack went to
awonderful Christian home.

A few days later, we got acall that
Lynn’s parents wanted to talk to us by e-mail.
We do not have the internet, so we had to go
through a friends e-mail which complicated
things abit. Their communications were very
short and non-committal. We pushed to try to
find out what they expected from us and if
they still wanted to put their daughter up for
adoption. We did not hear from them for
about aweek. Thinking it was over, we called
CHASK for advice. CHASK contacted the
birth parents and found they still wanted to
communicate. They asked if they could come
to see where Lynn would be living. They
wanted to make sure she would be safe and
well cared for. We made the arrangements
and met with them on a Sunday afternoon.
They were satisfied but were not ready to
commit to any date.

During this visit we had the opportu-
nity to ask about their religious beliefs. He
was adamant that they were not Christian.
They were Buddhist/Darwinist. She was quick
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to say ,"We do not go to church.” know in no uncertain terms what we were sup-

Throughout our conversations, we con-  posed to do. Aswe went back into the kitchen
tinuously told them that Lynn would beraised in Lynn’'sfather looked at usand said "l have to take
a Christian home where she would be loved un-  her home." We said, “Then we will help you
conditionally and that we would keep them in our pack.” Something far more important than our
prayers. getting a baby happened that day. We believe that

About two weeks later, Lynn’'sfather fi-  God touched Lynn's father. As he left our home he
nally made the arrangementsto bring her tous.  told us, "I am going home to start a new life with
It was a Friday afternoon, October 1, 2005. He  my family."

was very late, dueto traffic he said. Tensions What we didn't know is that our work was
were already very high. When he arrived hebe-  far from over. On the following Monday | got a
gan to instruct us on message from Lynn’s mom on my

how to care for Lynn.
He placed all of her
thingsin her room or
the kitchen, depending
where they needed to
be. Heinsisted he had
to put her mobile on her
crib. After hedid this

cell phone. She said, "I still want you
o to take Lynn. If you not available, |
will find another way. Please call
S| me.”
3 Y ou have to understand.
4 These are not bad people, they are
4 just lost. They need Christ. They
. & have been raised in a culture that told
he left her room and them any child born imperfect was a
went to the kitchen 5 AR N - mutation and it meant they must be
alone. When we went bad people to get a child like that. A
in there, we found him very distraught. He could baby like Lynn would most likely be killed at birth
not speak and could not look at us. Heleftthe  in Communist China. They loved her, they just
house and went to hiscar. Hesatin hiscar for ~ could not accept her disabilities.
about half an hour. He walked across the road We did call them and they said they could
and stared off into the woods. We could tell his  not keep her. They were ashamed of her. Her
heart was breaking and we did not know how to  mom said she did not know what she did so bad to
help. Chinese men do not show emotion and get ababy likethis. She said she was very angry.
definitely do not do it in public. She said she did not know how she was going to
When he came back into the house, it was hide her when she got bigger. She said she knows
obvious that he did not want to leave her. We she will miss her, but thisis best for Lynn. He
began to talk to him about God's amazing love.  said he goesto work every day and worries be-
How hislove for his daughter did not compareto cause hiswifeisso very sad.
the love God has for him. We talked about the We agreed to meet them in Maryland on
birth of a Savior and the gift of salvation God Wednesday, October 5, 2005. When we arrived at
gave to His children when Hisson died onthe  their chosen meeting spot, they immediately began
cross. Aswetalked, he wept openly and ashe  toload our car with Lynn'sthings. They were

dropped to his knees he cried out, "O God". afraid people that knew them would see them there
Through all of this, wetold himhedid  with Lynn.
not have to give Lynn away and they did not We agreed to take Lynn for one week to

need to be ashamed of her. Sheisadgift from baby sit. After she had been without her daughter
God that they have been entrusted withto care  for one week we would see how shefelt. We left
for. It was obvious that he was struggling, so them with a Bible and told them to spend some
Chip and | handed Lynn to him and we went into time together and make sure thiswas really what
the living room to pray. We asked God to let us they wanted. If they wanted her back after a week,
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we would bring her back. At the end of one

week, they called and told usto start the adoption
process. We were thrilled and began to make the

necessary arrangements.
Asit turned out, Lynn was a great deal
under weight and she was immediately hospital-
ized for 4 days. She had failureto thrive. She
had no tone in her little body and most every-
thing was underdevel -
oped. We definitely
had our work cut out
for us. But wewere
relying on the Lord and
we knew Hewould get &
us through all of it. 4
We had begun to make |
major strides with
Lynn's weight and
overall health. She
was really beginning to
shineand wewerein  §
love. Lynn's birth par-
ents had called a of

couple times to ask
how she was doing.

We never discussed the details, but told them she

was doing great.

After about 3 weeks, Lynn's mom called
and was asking alot of questions. Then she said
she thought she was changing her mind. | was
very upset and | told her that she could not hide
Lynn. Shewould have to treat her with pride,
just like their other daughter, and | did not think

she could do that. She said, "I think | would like

totry." | was devastated and could not talk to
her. Chip took the phoneto try to figure out
what was going on. He suggested she come up
for avisit to see how well Lynn was doing.
Maybe thiswould give her someclosure.  We
put this letter together and mailed it to themin
hopes of changing their minds.

...Please know that we under stand that you are
feeling a great loss without Lynn. You cannot
raise a baby for 7 months and not miss her when
she is suddenly gone fromyour life. Thatisa
natural feeling and part of the grieving process.
We do not pretend to love Lynn more than you

do. That would not be fair.

Because of our upbringing, we are able
to accept her disabilities unconditionally. We
love her regardless of the life that she may
have. The doctors cannot tell us what type of
life she will have because as you are aware her
chromosome deletion isso very rare. They are
saying, however, that she will require a great
deal of special care - with surgeries and
possible braces for her legs, feet and arms.
Of course none of thisis definite - they are
guessing. Thisisnot newsto you. You
have been dealing with these possibilities
for 7 months. It was our under-
standing, that is why you sought out
CHASK and they led you to us. You
wanted to find a family that would love
Lynn in spite of her health concerns and
you wanted them to adopt her. That is
what we want to do. We love her and want
her to be our daughter. We do not care
that she may have visible handicaps. We
simply want to provide her with a loving
home where she feels safe, loved uncondi-
tionally, and can grow with pridein her
appearance and self confidence in spite of her
handicaps. We understand that this
isnot easy. We are not trying to make it more
difficult. Lynn must come first so you must
make up your mind. She can not continue to
go back and forth. Itisnot good for our family
and most important, it is not healthy for her.
You will be receiving termination papersin the
mail soon. Please consider them carefully.

Please know that if you decide to give
Lynn to us through adoption, that it is a gift of
love, not only to us, but also to Lynn. Some
day we pray you will find a peace and joy in
that choice...

Lynn's mom came the following Fri-
day. She stayed about 2 hours and wept most
of thetime. She said she missed Lynn so very
much. She brought clothes that were her older
daughter’sfor Lynn. She said they were too
big for her now but | could dress her in them
next year.

We were under the impression that they
were settled on leaving her with us. We gave



¢ NATHHAN NEWS Spring / Summer 2006 23

her the termination papers to take hometo sign
and send back. Then we waited some more.

On November 29, Lynn's mom called
again wanting to cometo visit. We told them
we were concerned because the termination pa-
pers had not been signed. That iswhen they
told Chip that they did not want to sign them
because they wanted Lynn back. Because
Lynn’s mom had been calling more and more
frequently we had been praying that God would
give us the strength and courage to do whatever
He had for usand Lynn.

| asked God to please not take my little
girl from me, but if it was Hiswill, to help us
get through it and help us heal. | have to admit
| did not understand all that was happening, but
we stepped into thisin order to be in God's will.
That was still where we wanted to be.

| have never had to do anything more
difficult than telling my 3 boys that we were not
going to get to keep Lynn. We all cried and
prayed together and then we prepared to say our
goodbyes.

On December 1, 2005, Lynn's birth
parents came to get her to take her home to
Maryland which is about 4 hours from us.

There were so very many emotions
that day that | can not begin to express all of
them. We asked our pastor to be with us when
they came in hopes of using that time to bring
themto Christ. It was our greatest hope that
they take Lynn and raise her in a Christian
home. Wefelt that God had touched Lynn's dad
the first time he was here. We had not had such
an opportunity with Lynn'smom. They kept
insisting that we would remain an important
part of Lynn'slife. Wetold them the only thing
we wanted for Lynn was for them to find a Bi-
ble teaching church and begin attending in order
to seek alasting relationship with God. We
wanted both of their girlsto grow up in a Chris-
tian home. Our pastor had several opportunities
to talk about God and His love for them. We
had found a church on the internet near where
they live, so we gave them the information we
had and asked them to consider calling that pas-
tor and talking to him, maybe even attending
that church.

We packed up all of Lynn'sthings, all the
toys we received from family and church family and
friends, all the clothes she had been given by the
same, the Christmas gifts we had gotten for her and
we gave her back to her birth parents.

The days that followed were similar to what |
believe we would have experienced with a death in
the family. Emotions ran high and the tears flowed
often. We prayed alot and asked God to take care
of our daughter, the boys' sister, and to give usa
peace about everything that happened. About a
week and a half later we got a Christmas card from
them thanking usfor all that we did and telling us
they had attended the church we told them about.
They said they enjoyed it very much.

God gave us peace. Lynn will always be our
daughter, the boys' sister, but she is where God
wants her to be now. | believe He led usto her for
reasons we may never understand, but He did indeed
set al of that in motion. We thank God for the time
we had and we are asking Him to always walk with
Lynn and to soften the hearts of her parents so they
can accept Him as their Lord and Savior.

We serve an awesome Savior. Finding God's
will for our lives has not always been easy, but it has
always been ablessing. We are excited to know He
iIswilling to use usand it is our prayer that we will
be open to whatever he may have for the future.

The Hildebrand family is presently adopting
a sweet, newborn, baby girl born with spina bifida.
They have named her Rebecca Grace. The
Hildebrand family is very excited about having a
daughter and sister to love.




News-2-You

A weekly online newspaper for beginning readers
and individuals with special needs

News-2-You brings current events to
your students for them to “talk” about.
Expand vocabulary and increase
learning and communication skills
through this reader-friendly paper.

Download a new edition each week from
the Internet. The newspaper is READY-
TO-USE and is an excellent source of news
and news-related activities for your
students.

You can also wupgrade your base
subscription with the purchase of the
Joey’s Locker add-on
activities and/or the Spanish
Language edition.

News-2-You uses today’s headlines to turn
students into readers! Check out this
exciting teaching tool and see for yourself.
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WHAT IT IS LIKE TO HAVE A LEARNING DISABILITY

BY STACY SNIDER

My name is Stacy. I'm 28 years old. I'm
married and have two beautiful children. | am writ-
ing this information about growing up with a learn-
ing disability. It is my hope, as well the wish of my
family and friends, that through this article, people
will better understand those of us with alearning dis-
ability.

| was born in Champaign/Urbana, Illinois in
1978. | was put in foster care when | was one month
old because my birthmother couldn’t take care of me.
At that age, | was
placed with people
who later became my
parents. By thetimel
was two years old, it
was official and | was
adopted, but my par-
ents didn't know what
struggles they were
going to get into with
me.

When | was at
the age of two to four,
living in Illinois, my
parents, Stephen and Jessie, noticed | was having
difficulty in preschool. | was avery happy kid, but |
couldn’t count and didn’t know my ABC’'s. My par-
ents knew that others kids my age could do these
things but | couldn’'t. They were concerned about
their daughter, Stacy.

My mom took me to see a doctor to see if
there was any difficulty with my hearing or vision
because she was very concerned about me. The doc-
tor noticed my mom was worried. He reminded her
that | was in a coma and barely hanging on to life
when | was a baby and that | had every excuseto die.

He aso reminded her of all the hurdles | cleared
during the early months and years of my life. He
reminded her that my muscles were not spastic and
| didn't have cerebral palsy or brain damage. The
doctor said to her in akind voice that her daughter
was sweet and happy and only had a learning dis-
ability. Of all the other problems, the learning dis-
ability was only a small problem. My dad found
out about all of thisinformation from my mom. He
was glad to hear there was aname for it and he and
mom could help me any-
way.

In the Spring of
1983, my mom took me
to a neighborhood
school in Champaign for
a pre- kindergarten
evaluation. The school
gave me several differ-
ent tests when | was
there to determine what
was wrong. When they
found out the results,
they called my mom.
They told her that her
daughter’ s scores were all below the normal range.
My mom knew from that point on | was going to
have difficulty in school.

Not everything was hard for me. At eight
months old, | could stack the Fisher Price colored
donuts on the peg. At one year old, | knew how
to get the raisin out of the bottom of the test tube.
When | was three, | also could find my dad’s of-
fice that was amost five miles across town. That
meant my disability was limited, but they realized
| would have to work harder in learning. | might
not be able to learn as others do. The other thing
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they recognized was that | was going to have diffi-
culty in finding ajaob.

My parents never sat down with me and
told me that | had a learning disability. Through
time they would explain it to me. Like when |
struggled in school, then they would explain why.
They always kept it in a positive perspective way.
My parents didn't want me to think a disability was
anything to be ashamed of. But even to this day |
do feel ashamed about it.

When | wake up every morning, | always
wonder, “Will | mess up today?’ | think in my
mind, saying, “Will | say something stupid or act
crazy in public?’ | have to really think when I talk
to someone. That even includes my own family
and friends. When | do say something wrong or
crazy, don’t understand or can’'t say the right word,
| think that people think I'm a lunatic. | try to
make an excuse like, “1 didn’t have my cup of cof-
fee or | didn't get enough rest.” When | do say
something wrong, people look at me in a puzzled
way. They look at me and might say, “Do you
know what you are saying? and “Why don’t you
know what that means?’ | wish with al of my
heart that | could say something important without
people looking at me strangely.

It is hard for me at church. When the pas-
tor talks, it is very hard to understand what he is
saying. Occasionally, | understand pieces of the
sermon. It's hard to tell someone what | learned
because | didn't understand. That’'s why | don't
do many things like Bible studies or small groups
because | don’t understand what they are talking
about. | wish | could understand them.

My parents always told people about my
disability so the people around me would under-
stand to try to be patient with me. My Uncle Ash-
ley chalenged my mom on why she told people
because he thought of me as absolutely normal.

People on the outside world and even me
don’'t think I’'m normal. To me, norma is a
person with a college degree and knows how
to spell big words and talk to people and
knows what they are saying in the conversa-
tion.

Sometimes, | wondered if my folks
were thinking about things that they didn’t
want me to know. My dad said one major
thing that came to his mind was his concern
about my future. Another thing was that he
often told people quietly about my disability,
so | and other children would not hear. He
did this so he wouldn’'t embarrass me or
make me feel more self conscious about it.
My mom doesn’'t remember anything spe-
cific because she was more open about it.

All of my brothers, Joe, John and
Mark, were never specifically told about my
disability from my parents. They just learned
about it while growing up with me. If they
did remember being told they might have
forgotten. They loved me for who | was.

Did my family ever go through disad-
vantages with me? My dad didn’t remember
any with me, but my mom did. She remem-
bers the sorrow of having to watch me suffer
the insults and being ignored by kids at
school. Two of my brothers, John and Mark,
said that they didn't recall anything. My
other brother Joe said at times he would have
to explain to people who didn’t know me
why | behaved the way | did. | was also not
very good when it came to money, which
always concerned Joe.

The good side of this situation is that
they all had good advantages with me. My
parents both said that they enjoyed my kind-
ness towards people even when they were
mean to me. | know one person in mind; her
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name was Meghan. She would be so un-
kind to me, but that made me stronger to be
more kind to others. Both of my parents
tried to be more understanding with people
like me. My brothers al said that | was
aways very concerned about them or other
people in my life. They aso knew that my
kindness went to other people because |
showed it. I'm glad that | showed them my
kindness and | hope they can show that to
others.

When | went to school, all the kids
would tease and pick on me. The reason
why they did this was because | couldn’t
read well or | would have to sound out the
words. | aways prayed that | wouldn’t be
picked to read out loud. | even had trouble
in math. The teachers would get very frus-
trated with me because | was the slowest
one in the whole class. They wanted me to
go faster and catch up with the others. Eve-
ryone would laugh and stare at me when |
couldn’t do anything right. | wanted to say
to them, “Stop making fun of me.” | re-
member one time in school. We had to say
amemory verse on the chalkboard and eve-
ryone else got it right, but when it came my
turn, | didn't do so well. Everyone started
to laugh at me. | put my head down and
started to cry. My teacher, Mr. Rome, told
everyone that laughed at me to leave the
room and to expect extra homework. |
knew from then on | would be OK because
he would protect me.

When | was thirteen years old, after
sixth grade, | decided to leave the school
from the cruelty and pain. | started
homeschooling with my mom. Even when
| was in homeschool, | still had a hard time.

| had to do lower schoolwork when | really wanted
and wished | could do harder work. 1 knew it
would be impossible to do. It always made me sad
to know that | wasn’t smart enough. Even to this
day, | till feel and think I am not smart enough in
this world. The only time | think 1 am smart is
when someone asks me a question and | know the
answer and they don't know it. It makes me so
happy and emotional to know that | helped some-
one. One time my brother, Joe, had to call and
ask me how to make tuna and macaroni casserole.
When | hung up the phone, | cried in a happy way.

My most worry is when | embarrass my
family and friends when we are in public. Every
day | think or know that | was an embarrassment
to them. My family remembers alot of embarrass-
ments with me. My mom remembers that when |
would talk like a baby and she would tell me to
talk like a grownup. Also | would talk too loud in
public. She would really have to tell me to quiet
down. My dad remembers areally good one that |
did. | told a police officer in arestaurant, “My dad
speeds al the time.” He felt very embarrassed by
it because he told mein the car. He also told me to
never tell an officer again about his speeding.
Trust me | haven't.

Two of my brothers said they don’t recall
any embarrassments by me. Oh, good! My other
brother, Joe, said he did remember an embarrass-
ment by me. | often at times would have a conver-
sation with total strangers asif | knew them. That
really bothered Joe. | didn't mean to do those
things in a bad way. Sometimes and often | don’t
realize | am embarrassing them.

| do get very frustrated when | can’'t do
something right or have to ask someone for help.
When people do explain to me, they have to make



28 NATHHAN NEWS Spring / Summer 2006 &

it very detailed like they are talking to a
child. | would haveto ask for help if | didn’t
know what a word meant, couldn’t spell a
word, couldn’t count money or how to add
and subtract. To me, | know those things are
very easy to everyone but not to me. People
say, “Why can’'t she know this stuff. It isn’t
that hard. Man, look how dumb she is. Why
can't she just go back to kindergarten?’ It
does break my heart but I'm me and | can’'t
change my disability. | have to put on aface
and put on an act to hold back the tears.

When | would do something right, |
thought it wasn’t good enough so | thought |
had to do alot better init. Even when people
would compliment me when | did do some-
thing great, | still knew it wasn't good
enough. It is hard for me to realize that | was
good. | put out more effort than anyone be-
cause of my disability. When | walk out of
my home, | have to put my thinking cap on. |
hope that |1 will come out with no mistakes
on me. | do know when | go to bed, all my
problems are gone and | don’'t have to worry
about my disability. The best thing | truly
know is when | am asleep, no one can hurt
me.

| thought | wasn't going to get mar-
ried. | thought nobody wants a girl like me.
Happy to say, | did get married to a man
named Troy. | do struggle a lot not able to
do bank statements, insurance papers and
much more. Troy does get very frustrated
with me because | can't understand these
things. But he still loves me through the
struggles.

| have two wonderful kids. Their
names are Michael and Elizabeth. | do worry

about if they will have alearning disability like
me? If not, will | be able to help them in life?
How far can | help them in school? It will be
very hard to tell and explain to my children
why mommy has a disability. I'm afraid of
their reaction towardsit. They might even say,
“Why can’t we have a smart mom? Couldn’t
we just have a smart mom like everyone else?
Sometimes she acts like a little child. Can she
just grow up like all the other moms?’

My whole family did go through some
bad times with me. When | got pregnant at the
age of eighteen, they all felt embarrassed and
sad that | got pregnant. They couldn’t believe
that 1 would do such a thing. Through it all
they still loved me.

Yes, they all went through good times
with me. They enjoyed my happiness, kindness
and my love towards others and them. When
they were sick or needed some encouragement,
| knew how to cheer them up and make them
feel good. It is amazing how they have put up
with me through the good and the bad, but I'm
very glad they al love me for who | am.

This is how | think about my learning
disability. The reason why my brain doesn’'t
know how to click on is that it takes a bit
longer to find the answer. To me it is like find-
ing a plug-in in the dark. The minute you turn
on the light, you can find it. That is how I think
my disability works.

Yes, | do at times act like achild. The
reason why | do thisis because | have a child-
like brain.  When | act like this, | truly don’t
realize | am doing this around people. A lot of
the people do not want to be around me when |
act like achild. | want to act like area grown
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up, but it is hard for me. This is how | came into
this world and | can’t change one thing about me,
but I can truly accept who | am and what | have in
life.

Sometimes, it is like | am looking through a
two way mirror. On one side it has the perfect and
normal Stacy. On the other side | don’t have the per-
fect and normal Stacy. It will never get easier for
me while | am in this big world. The people around
me who are not my family and friends will aways
treat me the same. | will always take their negatives
and criticism. 1 just wish they would stop.

Have you ever gone to a specia class even
when everyone else went to a regular class and you
really wanted to be in that class instead of the one
you were in? Have you ever been stared at when
you did something really dumb, even when it was
everyday or every moment of your life? Did you
ever have to ask someone, even a stranger, to help
you understand something or spell a word that you
couldn’t, even when you know that it was probably
easy? Let metell you, | do go through this every-
day of my life and it is very hard. | do cry some-
times when | can’t make it work. | wish | was nor-
mal. | wish | could do everything like everybody
else. | ask myself alot why I couldn’t have become
completely normal like everyone else? My response
isthat | realy don’'t know. | am still trying to figure
that answer out. | will have my disability for the rest
of my life. 1t will never get easier for mein thislife,
but when | get to heaven it will. It will always get
harder for me on earth, but not with Christ.

The End.
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* Software that |
lives up to her
potential...

Marblesoft has been providing
software to special education

since 1983. QOur programs feature
multiple difficulty levels and the
greatest variety of options for par-
ent or teacher control. Single- and
dual-switch scanning are built in,
as well as natural speech prompting
and a record mallagemem system to
track your child’s progress.

Let us show you how learning on
the computer can be easy and fun
for your child. Call today for a
free catalog or visit us online at
www.marblesoft.com.

Special kids deserve
special software.

[ ———
MARBLESOFT

12301 Central Ave NE
Suite 205
Blaine, MN 55434
763-755-1402
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NATHHAN Membership Form

NATHHAN NEWS - Print and internet style. Find new resources, read letters from

families like yours, adoption of special needs children, articles pertaining to raising and

homeschooling challenged children with joy and competence. Printed 2X a year.

NATHHAN FAMILY DIRECTORY - Families willing to correspond with each other.

Internet style, password included with membership.

LENDING LIBRARY - Operated through the mail. Users donate postage each time they
use it.

DISCUSSION BOARD - Now live time on the web page. Find answers to your
questions. Meet families homeschooling with challenges like yours.

—— e — = =

NATHHAN / CHASK
NATional cHallenged Homeschoolers
P.O. Box 310 Moyie Springs, ID 83845
(208) 267-6246

NATHHAN MEMBERSHIP....... $25.00 ayear

NATHHAN NEWS - Internet membership, password included.
FAMILY DIRECTORY (if you wish to be in it) internet style, password included.
LENDING LIBRARY PRIVILEGES 15% HSLDA group discount on their yearly dues

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL....... $25.00 a year

CHASK Book—Christian Homes And Special Kids
$17.00. Price includes shipping.

Yes, | want to help save the life of babies with special needs, that are not
yet born. | am including a CHASK donation. (Tax deductible)

TOTAL

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE E-Mail

CHALLENGE?
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NATHHAN Resource Room

Phonics

Part A

e

The I'EF Manual

Christian Homes And Special Kids - warmly penned, written for parents by

parents, with agoal in mind...to raise children with disabilities, who love the Lord. Thisisagreat book
to share with new moms, or parents who are facing giving birth to a child with special needs. Itisreal-
istic, encouraging and full of afeeling of “Welcome to the world of disability, it's not so bad!”

By Sherry Bushnell and Diane Ryckman.......................... $17.00

God’s Special Child - Thisisthe story of afamily, working with their son who had

Prader Willie syndrome. They candidly share their success and failures. The results are an encourag-
ing book that shows God' s faithfulness and the wisdom of following His ways.

By DONNA AGEE.......ucvniiniiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeceee e e e e e e aaaae s $10.00

Phonics Plain & Simple Part A - includes colors, shapes, left/right and
up/down etc.. abc’s, early phonics and the vowels.

No speech or handwriting required, although activitiesdo require pointing or “x’s’. Comes
shrink wrapped in plastic and drilled for three ring binder. See ad on page 33. Printed on one side only
for ease of copying. No tabs or binder included. 147 pages................... $20.00

Phonics Plain & Simple Part B - includes review of vowels,
consonants, consonant blends, and early words

No speech or handwriting required, although activitiesdo require pointing or “x’s’. Comes
shrink wrapped in plastic and drilled for three ring binder. Printed on one side only for ease of copy-
ing. No tabs or binder included. See ad on page 33. 204 pages.............. $30.00

Individual Education Planning Manual For the

Homeschool Handicapped Student - IEPsarenow easy! Create
your child's professional 1ooking |EP specific to the special needs of your student.
By Deborah Mary Kathleen Mills.............cccocviiiianen... $67.00
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NATHHAN Resource Room
Order Form
Quantity Iltem Price Total
CHASK Book $17.00
God’s Special Child $10.00
Phonics Plain & Simple Part A $20.00
Phonics Plain & Simple Part B $30.00
1st Straight Talk (See page 9) $45.00
1st Straight Talk with DVD $55.00
2nd Straight Talk (See page 10) $45.00
|.E.P. Planner By Debbie Mills $67.00
Please renew my NATHHAN membership with this order $25.00
Donation to NATHHAN f CHASK -
Shippingis Free! Total Cost =
Name
Address
Phone ( ) E-mail
VISA/ MC/ Discover #__ [ | __ | _ __ _ __
Name on card
Expiration date / / CVV# _  (Lastthree digits on back of card by signature.)

Send orders to:
NATHHAN / CHASK
P.O.Box 310
Moyie Springs, ID 83845
(208) 267-6246

NATHHAN / CHASK is a Not-for-profit 501(c) 3. Your donation is tax deductible.
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Classified Ads

You can placeyour ad in the NATHHAN
NEWS for just $5.00 for 20 wordsand .25 for each
extraword.

Please e-mail your ad to nathanews@aol.com
and send a check. Adsmust bereceived by the
deadline date below, to be printed in upcoming
issues. Please phonefirst, aswefill up very fast.

We hope you under stand... wereservetheright
torefuse ads we feel areinappropriate. (Please, no
multi-level style products or companies.)
$500/ full page, $250 / half page, $125/quarter.
Deadline dates: Sept 15th, January 15th

Please call to verify ad space and
arrangements.

Phonics
Plain & $imple

Back by popular demand!
And Cheaper!

Part A -includes colors, shapes, left/right and
up/down, etc.., abc’s, early phonics (the
vowels). $20.00 Postage is included in the
price. (No tabs, or binder, it is 147 pages)

Part B -includes review of vowels,
consonants, consonant blends, and early

words. $30.00 Postage included in price.
(No tabs, or binder, it is 204 pages)

——This is not a complete phonics program, but
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FREE ADS

NATHHAN Members!

Thousands of NATHHAN families read this
section. This is a great way to get support or
guestions asked from a Christian
homeschooling perspective.

Sell your used curriculum, therapy equipment,
used Kitchen Aid or grain grinder, educational
toys, or set of 1950’s hymnals!

Need a pen pal? Here's your chance to find
one before they are all gonel!

Stevenson
Learning Skills

Younger and older children who are
struggling with learning to read will find
this program easy to use. Mnemonics helps

them remember lettersand spelling rules.
—We've used Stevenson Learning Skillsthisyear. This method of
helping children remember letters and spelling rulesreally works.
We especially like its usefulness in teaching older children who learn
differently. - Sherry Bushnell - NATHHAN

www.StevensonSemple.com
Stevenson/Semple
1-800-343-1211

created for children with delays that need to move
V..E..R..Y slowly. Some of our special children CAN
learn to read via the phonics method. This is an
excellent (and cheap) way to practice. Find out if
phonics is possible for your child.

—— A great program for children needing lots of
repetition. No hand printing required. Photo
copying encouraged for your own use!

See order form pg. 32
More info at www.nathhan.org

Keep clothing dry with
“CHIN MOPPET” bibs

Bright, cheerful, custom made with pocket
Material used is age and gender appropriate

Soft opaque plastic backing
(Infant to Adult sizes)

*Sample available upon request
Sandie Holt
503-761-1690 nommie@iwon.com
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Classified Ads

Working The Puzzle, Inc. is
an organization that provides
educational programming for
individuals with exception-
alities. We are now serving
Jacksonville, FL. We offer ABA
Therapy, Music Therapy, Parent
Advocacy, Parent Training, In
Home and In Office Treatment,
and much more. Please visit our
website at
www.workingthepuzzle.com for
more information.

Jim Dawson, Director/Certified
Teacher Working The Puzzle,
Inc. 954.616.9071
jim@workingthepuzzle.com
www.workingthepuzzle.com

FOR SALE: INTELLIKEYS

ICAN-DO It'sagreat

program! National websiteis
www.icando.org

National phone number is:
(253) 588-5177

ICAN-- International Chris-
tian Association of Neurode-
velopmentalists Email:
Wash_ican@hotmail.com
My personal infois:
CAN-DO

Cyndi Ringoen

P.O. Box 9822

Spokane, WA 99209
www.ican-do.net
509-292-2937
cdarling@icehouse.net

CHRISTIAN ADOPTION
MINISTRY HERE TO

USB KEYBOARD Minimal Use SERVE YOU!

Includes: Install Disk, user’'s
guide, Overlaysfor set up, basic
writing, alphabet, math, web &
mouse access $250.00 firm price
E-mail vliboyer@comcast.net or
call 574-534-9655

John Edelson, 954-781-7723
john@Time4L earning.com

It's Time 4 Learning. And Fun.
Reports for parents, games for
kids.

www. Time4L earning.com

Kingdom Kids Adoption Min-

istries of Spokane, Washington

exists to encourage, educate
and equip believersin their
pre-and post-adoptive and fos-
ter parenting needs! Kingdom
Kids provides a grant/fund-
raising program, Christian
Adoption Resources and
Adoption Conferences nation-
wide. To contact uscall 1-
509-465-3520 (1-877-465-
3520) or check us out on the
web at:
www.kingdomkidsadoption.org.

Project Autism - A Resource
guide. Thisunique software, de-
veloped by a board certified asso-
ciate behavior analyst, provides
parents and professionals with in-
depth information and resources
involving the history, diagnosis,
and treatment (behavioral, bio-
medical, aternative...) of Autism.
The software provides Applied
Behavior Analysis therapy proto-
col and instruction on how to use
different methodol ogies when
implementing them.

Demo available:
www.endlesspotential.org

Spanish teacher createsare-
sour ce to help the students who
suffer from ADD.

Asyou'll seeif you visit
my site, | teach Spanish verbs
using visuals and mnemonic
phrases. | also include valuable
resources (easy-to-find conjuga-
tions and verb review) so kids
won't have to look far to find ex-
actly what they need.

And of coursetherearea
bunch of games that make learn-
ing so much easier and fun.

The name of the book/CD
combination is Comic Mnemon-
icsfor Spanish Verbs and you are
welcome to take alook at
www.|earnspani shfaster.com/
homeschool .html.
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Thumb-sucking?
| am adentist and have written
and illustrated a children’s story
book The Little Bear who Sucked
His Thumb. It is designed to help
kids who have a thumb-sucking
habit. It is sold over the internet
at www.oliverthebear.com.
Thumb-sucking is avery
common habit in kids, and asa
dentist | have often been asked
for advice from parents. Thereis
surprisingly very little
information or children’s
literature on the topic. Parents
who have children with a
persistent thumb sucking habit
would find the website and book
useful. We have had excellent
feedback from parents. Dr
Dragan G Antolos
(Méelbourne, Australia)

Special Needs Educational
Consulting (including ABA
program assistance).
Would you like some
help designing an effective
homeschooling program for your
child with special needs?| am a
Christian mom of two children
and have been homeschooling for
over 8 years. My youngest son is
11 and has autism. | am listed as
a Special Need consultant with
HSLDA. | offer AFFORDABLE
help in determining appropriate
educational goals for your child,
choosing and/or modifying
curriculum, aswell as
individualized teaching tips and
educational strategies. | can also
help families who would like to
implement ABA therapy

themselves for their children with
autism but cannot afford to pay
outside therapists and /or ABA
professionals. | have been doing
ABA and Verbal Behavior (among
other therapies) with my son for 7
years and have learned from the best
professionals. All consultations are
by phone and email so | work with
clientsacrossthe U.S. *Mention
NATHHAN to receive afree 30-
minute phone consultation!

To learn more, visit:
www.ochomeschooling.com/special
needs

Contact (Mary Gusman) at
homeschoolinghel p@hotmail.com
or (949) 888 5953

Storynory—IPod Ready
Stories for Kids

Stuck on a car journey with
your children? Not sure how to keep
the kids amused on along train ride?
Or just looking for something to play
during the school run?

Storynory.com has the
answer. Y ou can download our
growing library of classic and
original children's stories to your
iPod, any other MP-3 player, or just
burn them onto a CD from your own
computer.

Storynory will deliver iPod-
ready storiesfor kids - and they are
absolutely free.

It isanew concept in
entertainment and education for
children. We offer hours of classic
children's literature, read by
actresses, to educate and entertain
children - there is no better way to

introduce them to books and
learning.

Goto
WWWw.storynory.com to
listen to classic and modern
children's stories. Y ou can
download them to your
iPod, either direct from the
site, or viatheiTunes
website.

Or else you can
download the stories to any
other MP-3 player. You can
listen to them on your
computer or burn them onto
aCD.

Thereis no charge
for any of the stories. No
longer need you pay $10 or
$15for astory onaCD or a
tape. All our stories are
absolutely free. And they
all draw upon classic
children's literature.

Storynory features
such classic fairy tales as
Little Red Riding Hood,
The Snow Queen, and The
Frog. Storynory will feature
at least one new story every
week.

For more details, or to listen
to some stories, visit
WWW.Storynory.com
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Letters From Families

Mom with Asperger's, would like help or
support from other parents or ministry
whose kids have similar needs.
Dear NATHHAN News,

| just received a copy of your magazine
from afriend of mine who's 13 year old son has
high functioning autism.

| am 32 years old and have 2 kids, ages 5
and 6, with developmental delays. They are both
about ayear or more behind in their development
and have learning disabilities. The 6-year-old,
Davey, has mild CP. The 5-year-old, Walter, is
hyperactive with behavior problems. We think he
may have Asperger's or ADHD. The 6-year-old is
in second year of K-5. He spends most of histime
in aregular class and 30 minutesin aresource
class. He also has an |EP with occupational and
speech therapy in his school. He struggles alot to
learn in school, but doesn’t have any real behavior
issues. The 5-year-old isin hisfirst year of K-5.
Heisin the contained special ed class most of the
time. He has |ots of problems with his behavior in
class and hislearning- as he requires |ots of one
on one attention to do his work. He has the most
struggles with hiswriting, drawing and fine motor
skills. Plus, he doesn't like to sit still for long peri-
ods of time and throws afit whenever he gets mad
or frustrated about something. | spend so much
time with him that | don’t always have as much
time for my other son. The school keepstalking
about the possibility of sending him to a public
school for kids with special needs. But I’m totally
against it and know that it wouldn’t do anything
for his development or socia skills. | also have
Asperger's, so homeschooling would be areal
challenge for me. | want to be able to find some
help or support from other parents or ministry
whose kids have similar needs as mine. But |
don’t really know where to ook, especially close
by.
Wendy Pierce
P.O. Box 3032
Sanford, NC 27331

Ride A Bike!
Thisisasuccessful program for children with
specia needsto learn how to ride abike:

http://www.losethetrainingwheel s.org/

What About the Future? A Special Needs
Trust? lee.ann@earthlink.net

| am curiousto know if any one has ever
addressed the issues families with multiple spe-
cial needs children face as they grow older. We
now have 4 children with Downs. Each of them
will need some sort of assisted living when they
get older. | doubt our non-disabled children will
take them into their own homes. We are setting
up a specia needs trust fund with afinancial
planner, who happens to have an autistic son.
This has worked out well since he personally
understands the issues. We would liketo add
more children with Downs to our family but are
concerned for the future. |1 am just wondering if
other families like ours have brought this subject
up. We know thisisaministry, but we some-
times wonder when enough is enough.

On-line support or help for working with
older children with Down syndrome?

My sister, Joy, is 28 years old, hasthe
intelligence of a nine-year-old (or so we've been
told). She"graduated" high school when she
was 21, yet she cannot read, do simple math, etc.
She needs more training in life skills, but | think
my parents have just resigned themselvesto the
fact that she has learned all that sheis able.

| guess the main thing | need to know is -
- isit till possibleto train a person who isthis
old? Train them to take care of themselves, train
them to do chores, to be respectful, and to read,
write, etc?? | know it depends on the person to a
large extent, but Joy isreally asmart kid. She's
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got to be capable of doing
life-enriching things and be
ableto serve othersaswell. |
just want the very best life for
my sister and | feel like her
lifeisbeing wasted. She
could be doing so much more
- for herself and for others --
and | think she would be so
much happier if she realized
some true accomplishments.
Y ou should see her when she
gets agood score in bowling -
- she's so proud! (Sheredly is
good at it, too, always scoring
above 150).

Anyway, if you have
any help for me, | would be so
grateful to you. | was so ex-
cited to hear about your minis-
try. What aneed you are
meeting! May God bless you
and your family!

Respectfully,

Mrs. Gina Leake
leakeclan@earthlink.net

Our Ooops on ABC dis-
covery’s ad in last is-
sue...
Thank you so much
for the great review you did
for ABC Discovery. | have
received several contacts by
phone. Unfortunately, one
tiny typing error has probably
prevented some from making
contact. My e-mail addressis:
reincoeducation@mail.com.
In the review, it was
written as "reinsoeducation”.

Mother of daughter with bi-
polar disorder would like en-
couragement.

| am at the end of my rope
trying to educate my daughter.
Sheisnow at homeand | am try-
ing to homeschool her. | anasin-
gle parent and | also have adis-
associative emotional disorder my-
self. | work full time outside of
the home. Sheisidentified by the
local school district as a special
needs child-emotionally disabled.
Her diagnosis for the last two or so
yearsisarapid cycling type of bi-
polar disorder. She gets frustrated
trying to work at home on her
own, but | know that she can focus
on certain things that she likes
when she wantsto. For example,
she lovesto read fantasy and
anime books. Sheasoisadgifted
poetess and writer. | have had a
terrible time the last several
weeks-progressis so slow. | don’'t
even know what kind of help to
ask for, but I am hoping that you
know what may help us.
Harriet
heallen@wisc.edu

| am interested in finding
other families with Celiac.
Today | am having lym-
phnodes removed from my neck
due to Lymphoma, one of the
complications that can come from
untreated Celiac. 5 different areas
showed up as worrisome on the
PET scan and now | need to deal
with that aswell. Monday and
Tuesday the children will be seen
at Nemoursin Orlando for their
Celiac issues. | believe NATH-
HAN will certainly be agreat
blessing and help to us all. Thank
you so very much for your kind-
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ness and generosity.
Lynne Marie Monnett
3065 Howland Blvd.
Deltona, FL 32725

Visually Impaired Teen

| have a 13 year old boy
who was born with multiple
birth defects. We have always
kept him at home until about 3
years ago when we move to the
state of NJ. We enrolled himin
public school and couldn’t have
asked for a better situation for
John Michael. He attended
school there for 2 years then we
moved to Florida.

| tried to set up a meet-
ing with the school special ed
teacher here at three different
times but to no avail she never
even called me back. So there-
fore we opted to keep John Mi-
chadl at home again (he has
other siblings that have always
home schooled also). He gets
so frustrated at home and the
biggest thing that he missesis
hisfriends. Here we have not
found anyone for him to hang
with sometimes. Do you have
any ideas? Also | amlooking
for curriculum that | can use
with a child who has a speech
delay and istotally blind in one
eye and legaly blind in the
other. Heisaagreat kid with a
good attitude and we have al-
ways allowed him to do any-
thing that he thought he could
aslong asit was safe. Do you
have any hints? Teresa
sauerfamily @bellsouth.com
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www.time4learning.com . This program
has been the turn around for us.

| wanted to write to you to tell you about
timedlearning and how it has worked with my
daughter who has SPD (Sensory Processing Dys-
function) We have been home-schooling going
on 6 years now and have tried many different
things. It wasn't until our SPD child came along
that | was actually at aloss for what to do. |
thought at times that | just was not going to be
ableto school her at home. | tried everything to
grab her attention and keep it so that she would
learn. After many battles and tears (from me) |
came across the on-line program at
www.timedlear ning.com . This program has been
the turn around for us. We are ending our 8th
week this week and my child lovesit. Instead of
fighting with the youngest to attempt to do any-
thing at all, she asksfirst thing in the morning to
do her "school work™" and | have to make her take
abreak. It is so animated and tells the child what
to do with each step. They have it set up so that
as each lesson isfinished, theicon, whichisa
star, twirls as she has completed it. Thishasin-
creased her self esteem which had been lacking. |
can not say that it will be thisway with all chil-
dren and to be honest | was a little skeptical
about it working for her. They had a2 wk trial
period so | thought, what the heck, it isworth a
try. We plan on keeping it because it is grabbing
her attention and keeping it. Sheislearning aca-
demically and her expressive speech has been
improving as well. The program has little songs
and stuff that it asks her to sing along with and
repeat things and because it is more fun she does
it with out afight. The sound in the program is
one of the clearest | have ever heard.

Her eye hand coordination has gotten bet-
ter from using the mouse, and her listening skills
have al so improved because the program tells her
what to do and then shows her how to do it. | also
find that it works with all learning styles asit has
visual, auditory, and with alittle help from the
parentsit can also be done with movement for
those kinesthetic learners. A child can stand at
the desk, wiggle in achair that moves etc. | do
stay near her so that | can see what sheisdoing
and sometimes throw in my own stuff but it has
helped me to not have so much scheduling, grad-
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ing, and logging. | am really excited about the
program and all that it entails. If | have a ques-
tion and send them a quick email, my question is
answered relatively fast and they have even
called me afterward to see if my issue was re-
solved. | am now finding more time to do some
of those things that we always say we want to do
in home school but never seem to find the time.
If you have questions, I'm Terri at: http://
www.homeschool blogger.com/JT SKH/

Adoption Scammers Beware!

My wife and | have fallen prey to two
adoption scammers in our search to adopt a child.
After the second scam artist took our money and
tore our hearts apart, we decided to step up to the
plate and do something about it.

| am aformer Police Officer and have
obtained access to one of the same network of
databases that law enforcement usesto track fu-
gitives aswell as past crimina behavior.

We have started a business
(AdoptionScam.com) and focus 100% on adop-
tion scams. Uncovering these scammersis 3rd
on our top priority list. 1stisGod, 2nd is our
Family. Please take the time to visit our site.
Should you have any questions, please call Chris
or Lori at 423-338-8734

Follow this CHASK correspondence with
a Christian family facing an adverse pre-
natal diagnosis...

2/13/06 | thought maybe you could give
me some advice. | just got back from an ultra-
sound at 18 weeks and our baby has mgjor heart
defects, no nasal bone and most likely some form
of Down syndrome. | am supposed to go seea
perinatal ogist tomorrow. The word terminate
pregnancy keeps coming up. My midwife said
they might recommend it because of maternal
health issues. My husband and | are Christians
and do not believe that God would want usto
terminate a pregnancy. | want to stand firmin
our belief but what do | do when faced with those
words "maternal health issue”. Why would it be
amaternal health issue?

We are very sad but | am more scared as
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to what lies ahead tomorrow with
the doctors. | thought you might
have some advice. God isso
good, we have been a part of
NATHHAN for acouple of years
now. Tom came and spoke at
our church, New Hope Mennon-
ite Church in Marysville, WA a
couple of yearsago. Wereally
felt a need to support the organi-
zation and be involved in some
way. Well, here we are faced
with a Downs child of our own.
3/31/06

| wanted to update you on
what is going on with our baby,
(Elijah Lucas). | am now 24
weeks pregnant and just saw a
cardiologist today. Elijah hasa
major heart defect called Tricus-
pid valve atresia and as we al-
ready knew, also has Downs.
We got a 3D picture of him today
and heis beautiful! | wasgoing
to scan it and attach it but our
computer is not cooperating. Re-
member they told me he didn't
have anasal bone? Well he has
the cutest nose you have ever
seen. Anditisinnoway small
or flat.

If our little boy was
"normal” he would have heart
surgery without a doubt, but they
are using the Downs as a factor
to throw in as to whether we
should pursue the surgery or not.
The Cardiologist says that
Downs children have extra pres-
surein their lungs and are more
susceptible to respiratory infec-
tions which could be devastating
to Elijah with his heart defect. |
told him | have met many fami-
lieswith Downs children that do
not have any health issues. He
said that isapossibility. Right
now it isjust await and see.
Even after birth it will depend on

his health as to whether or not he
will be able to have surgery. |
am just praying for amiracle.

The most disturbing thing
of all isthat the cardiologist
brought up termination. | am
still in shock at how easy itisto
just terminate a baby. They had
just handed me 3D pictures of
this cute little boy and they still
gave usthe option to terminate. |
am just floored to say the least.
This whole experience has given
me even more enthusiasm for
CHASK. | had noideathat it
was so easy to just eliminate a
child that is not normal.

My family and | are al
accepting of the Down syndrome
and are reading books about it
and meeting with families that
have children with Downs. We
just met Ruth (member of
NATHHAN) and 5 of her won-
derful children including Zach,
who is amost two and has
Downs. Hewasborn at 29
weeks and is super heathy. We
all had a great visit and hope to
get together again soon.

| can really say that we
are getting exited about Elijah.
Thereis still so much unknown
about what will happen, but we
areleaving it in God's hands and
resting in Hisgrace. | amreally
enjoying every move little Elijah
makes.

If you have any advice or
know of anyone whose child has
this heart defect | would loveto
know more about others who
may have had to make similar
decisions for their baby.

Blessings,

Lori, wife to Chris, homeschool
mom to 5 blessings ages 16g,
13b, 129, 49,1g and #6 duein
July. Brappel 5@juno.com
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PossAbilities OT
Hello from Kansas!

| have had afew peo-
ple contact me with questions
regarding occupational ther-
apy through your website. |
continue to consult and work
with homeschooling families
and | opened up asmall clinic
gpace last fal. Do you till
have my information on your
website? | couldn't find it but

I'm not sure that | was looking
for it intheright place. If not,
how do | get added again, i.e.
Do | need to pay for an ad?In
less than a month, | should
have my own website up and
running!

God's blessings on all that
your hands do! Jean Wetherilt,
OTR/L
jwetherilt@hotmail.com

Too much unproductive
time on our hands...

My DS sonisnow 15 years
old. | have aways home
schooled him. | do alittle
school and speech with him
each day. | am seeing that he
has too much unproductive
time. He has some choresto
do and he doesthem. Do you
have any suggestions on what
| can give him to do that does
not require alot of supervi-
sion? Debbie Pugh
brycepugh@comcast.net



40 NATHHAN NEWS Spring / Summer 2006 &

Summer Joy is in the NATHHAN NEWS
again! We rejoice with yet another
CHASK family whom she has touched
with her little life.

My oldest daughter, Donna, and her hus-
band have 3 children. Kelsey Anne, who isthe
third was born with Down syndrome and its ac-
companying heart defect. She is awonderful gift
from God. She had her heart repaired at a Chil-
dren's Hospital in Denver when she was 3 1/2
months old and now has a clean bill of health.
She will be 2 in February and is such ajoy to our
family. She has an angelic smile that draws even
strangers to want to talk to her. Sheis so active,
and avital part of our whole family. Of course,
her Grandma and Grandpathink sheisjust so
precious. Her 8 year old sister and 5 year old
brother adore her and play with her al the time,
and she loves them. Sheis very high functioning
and NO ONE HASEVER TOLD HER SHE IS
ANY DIFFERENT FROM THE REST OF THE
FAMILY OR TREATED HER DIFFERENTLY.
So sheisvery happy and adored by al of us. |
can't imagine anyone who is knowledgeable
about Down syndrome aborting their baby.

Our other daughter, Kristy, and her hus-
band have to adopt children. They have currently
have a son who was 2 in September, and just last
week received a new born son. But on August
22nd, they had been chosen by another young
couple to adopt their yet-to-be-born child. The
mother went into labor the very next day and
gave birth to alittle girl who had severe physical
birth defects. The child was flown to Denver
and was not expected to live through the night.
My daughter and son-in-law immediately went to
the hospital to be with her so she wouldn't be
alone. But the diagnosis was wrong and she was
found to be healthy except for her physical de-
fects. They spent 10 hours a day for 6 days at the
hospital with her, agonizing over whether they
could deal with her critical needs since they have
such ayoung child at home aready. It was a ter-
rible time for our whole family.

About ayear and a half prior to the birth
of this child, | had been told about CHASK by a
friend and had started to send you donations. |
gave that information to Hope's Promise, the
Christian adoption agency they go through in

Castle Rock, CO and they contacted you. This
infant girl was adopted by Sally in Wyoming.
How amazed | was when | received
your magazine to find that " Summer Joy" was
on the front page. God indeed works in myste-
rious ways to accomplish HIS will. Kristy and
Sally have written back and forth to each other.
| am so glad your organization is there for
specia needs children who need loving homes.
Sincerely, Nancy and George Hollen

2 Adopted boys from Russia have
ADHD. Mom needs suggestions.

We have two boys we adopted from
Russia - ages 8 & 10. They both have ADHD
and the older oneis very developmentally de-
layed. | am having difficulty with managing
free time. They seem to only find things to get
into trouble with when they are playing aone.

Do you have any suggestions of materi-
alsthat discuss how to structure life and play
outside of the time we are in school.

| am somewhat organizationally chal-
lenged myself so this has been challenging.
Thanks, JGlazed4@aol.com

Family wishing more information about
adopting a child with Albinism from the
UsS.

| have been doing alot of research on
albinos and it sparked my interest so much that
| would like to adopt a child with Albinism. |
have not been able to find anything online on
how to even start. | particularly would like to
adopt one that is American but would be will-
ing to adopt from aforeign country. Would you
be able to help me with resources? It would be
very appreciated. Vettegirl_82@hotmail.com

Mom with Albinism seeks to share re-
sources with a family in need.

Thanks for the extra brochures you re-
cently mailed me! Last night | came across a
couple more people who are interested in
CHASK/NATHHAN. Anyway, we are getting
ready for amove and | came across some
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things | wasn't sure if someone else could use. |
have albinism and vision problems and when |
was in college an agency provided me with a
computer and softwareto help. 1I'm now a stay at
home mom and don't need special software for
the little time | spend on the computer. If anyone
else could useit, I'd be glad to passit on.

| will also say that that wasin 1996, so
al the stuff is 10 yearsold. One programis
called ZoomText, a screen magnification soft-
ware. The other program is called An Open
Book Unbound. Y ou could place your book on a
scanner and then it would read the text aloud to
me. | couldn't begin to explain to anyone how to
useit becauseit's been so long, but | think |
have al the software and instruction manuals that
camewithit. I'm willing to mail the software,
hardware, and instruction manuals to anyone who
could use it. We are moving soon, so | need to
get rid of it fast and | also noticed that you have
sonsinterested in computers and | could mail it
to you guys and they could figure how to use it
and be better able to explain it to whoever needs
it. 1I'm not a computer person except for e-mail
and internet, so it'sall confusing to me. | aso
realize that this stuff is 10 years old and they may
have better programs out there and maybe |
should just trash it. Let me know what you think.
Suzan George
acts3v19@hotmail.com

Mom seeking to start a prenatal hospice
and would like your suggestions.

Hello, I'm looking for help, guidance or
direction. |1 am amother to ababy, Riley Nathan,
that recently passed away from afatal birth de-
fect. | wasurged by 3 different doctors to abort
my baby, | did not and my baby lived for 12
months. Those 12 months were difficult but the
most significant of my life. My baby was the
greatest soul | will ever meet and | promised my
baby that | will live my life with his spirit of
goodness. My time with my baby was eased by
the support of alocal pediatric hospice program,
they enabled usto love our baby, assist with
medical care and provide needed support. Sadly
| did not receive their services until after | deliv-
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ered, | desperately needed support during my
pregnancy; | wasterrified, alone and uncertain
(I was going against medical advise by continu-
ing the pregnancy, no risk to me just that the
baby was incompatible with life). Anyway, the
reason | am contacting you, and everyone that |
can, is because | believe that prenatal support is
vital, | am trying to put together a proposal for
our local pediatric hospice program to establish
'Riley's Hope' my vision of perinatal hospice
for the Detroit, Ml area. We have no services
available here currently. The hospice doctor
and staff are interested in perinatal hospice and
| want to make thisareality in our area. They
have many questions and currently are under-
staffed and overworked. | guessthat my first
attempt in this areaisto provide a multi-
disciplinary approach; although if | can't get the
support from the existing pediatric hospice pro-
gram, my next step isto try and establish some-
thing on my own (which really overwhelms
me).

Can you provide any information to
guide me? When | approached hospice about
this, thelr first area of concern, would be pay-
ment for their services? Isit possibleto bill for
social work consultations? |, as a parent, also
feel that | could assist in providing parent-to-
parent support... | want to make this a compre-
hensive established alternative to abortion in
our area and they will not be receptive in sup-
porting this program if there is no payment for
services.

Any direction on initiating 'Riley's
Hope' in our areawould be appreciated, | want
to know what I'm doing before | start seeking
support from locals.

Kelly Sitkiewicz, Mom to Riley Nathan
www.caringbridge.org/visit/rileynathan
(586) 992-3704

Macomb Township, Ml

Maid or Mother?

Thank you so much for your article
"Maid or Mother?" | finaly knew that someone
else had been through exactly what | am going
through. I've had (and still do) the same anger
and bitterness you felt. We felt strongly that
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God had given us thistask, and we felt so utterly
incapable of doing Hiswill. My husband and |
and my mother are the only Christiansin my
family, so the others think that I am just a bitter,
mean, mom and my brother turned me into chil-
dren services for abuse. (I told my sister how |
felt about my son and she told my brother). My
sister also witnessed me implementing some of
the techniques Nancy Thomas recommends and
thought | was abusing him by making him look
me in the eye, and refusing to listen to him, or |
would stop talking when his eyes wandered off.
Usually this meant him going to his room and
me calling him back until he would do it right.
They never bothered to find out what life was
like here, and they never offered respite. | don't
know what children services plansto do, but |
do know that no weapon formed against me
shall prosper. Thanks again for your article. |
had pretty much just isolated myself from every-
one because | got tired of being judged or hav-
ing to explain to people, knowing they didn't get
it. God Blessyou, jiter@saferinternet.com

Help for my sister. My hope: that there
is some kind of homeschooling for the
mentally disabled.

My nameis Deena Hassaballa. | am a
sister and guardian to amentally retarded
woman. She will be 21 yearsin March. My sis-
ter used to be in the specia programs at the high
school in our area but there was a situation that
prompted my parents to take her out at the age
of 17. We have tried taking her to classes or
community colleges but the problem is without
ahigh school diploma she really cannot get alot
of opportunities. | am at aloss for words to de-
scribe what it is like to watch my sister deterio-
rate day by day. She really wantsto learn. Sheis
always searching the internet for programs to
receive her diplomaand learning methods.

My hope: that there is some kind of
homeschooling for the mentally retarded. | am
not sure whereto look. I am not qualified to
teach her and | am looking for someone that
would come to our home and teach her, under
supervision of course.

If anyone has any resources or advice or
anything, | would truly appreciate it. Welivein
the USA in the suburbs of Chicago, Illinois.

Thank you for taking the time to read

this. Sincerely, Deena ishtaah@gmail.com

| have been told that unless my
son, John, has a note from the doctor to
say that he needs to have homebound
services, he will not be able to receive
homebound services. Meaning | will
have to put John in school. My husband
and | are not willing to do that.

My name s Christina Busch, | have a
three year old son, John Matthew, he has Myo-
tubular Myopathy, neonatal (low muscle tone
condition, non-progressive). One of my son's
private duty nurses read your articlein Review
magazine and told me about it. My husband and
| decided before we had children that | was go-
ing to stay home and homeschool.

We come from Louisianaand all of our
friends homeschool and when we found out that
| was pregnant everyone said that they would
help me with EVERY THING, including
homeschooling when the time came. Well, when
John was born he did not breathe or move and
he wasin the NIC unit for 3 1/2 months and
came home with atrach, g-tube, no muscle tone
(floppy) and no diagnosis. A year and half later
he was diagnosed. Needlessto say that none of
my friends could help me with anything. | was
first a nurse then a mother.

Now we have had to relocate to Texas
because of hurricanes Katrinaand Rita. | am just
now starting to learn about the laws in Texas.
John turned three January and is now in the
"homebound" school system. John will have a
school teacher come out along with OT, PT, and
Speech. He also has had therapy with Arc of
Jefferson and Cooks Home Health.

| find myself in an unusual situation be-
cause heisnow three. | am seeking help from
you because my friends can only help me so
much, and | am not willing to put John in school
at age five, much less at age three. | will still
bring him to therapy, but when | brought that up
to the school they said that John hasto bein
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school to get their services, unless the doctor
can continue to write notes to say that it is medi-
cally necessary to have John at home. | have
talked this over with his doctor and he said that
he would try and help me anyway he can.

With all that said, | would like to find a
way to teach John myself and not have to worry
about the rules of the school system, or that |
might have to put him in school if the doctor
feels he can go.

| was already apprehensive about teach-
ing my child but now even more since he has
"special needs'. | really know that God has
called meto teach John and | know that | can do
all things through Christ who strengthens me.
That ishow | got thisfar.

| can be reached at (817) 297-4224 or
viaemail bcjbusch@charter.net

Our Hearts are Crying with You...
Dear Lisa Saunders and family of Elizabeth
(Riding the Train With Elizabeth).

NATHHAN /CHASK would like to
share our love for you and your family as Eliza-
beth has moved to her heavenly home, awaiting
our arrival there. We know that Elizabeth has
touched many lives, including ours, with her
sweet bravery and tenacious spirit. We appreci-
ate Elizabeth and all that she has stood for,
when “quality of life” seems so confusing.
Elizabeth you are ajoy!!

Love,

Tom and Sherry Bushnell—
NATHHAN /CHASK

Encouragement to someone with an ad-
verse prenatal diagnosis of spina bifida.

Hello. A friend of mineis currently on
her way to Philadelphia for surgery to try to re-
pair her unborn baby's spina bifida. Thisin-
spired me to share my own story, in hope that it
would be an encouragement to someone with an
adverse prenatal diagnosis of spina bifida.

My son is now eighteen yearsold. | did
not know he had spina bifida until after he was

NATHHAN Web page

What does
www.nathhan.org
have for you?

How about a collection of 14 years
worth of articles, organized by
subject, ranging from toilet training a
child with Down syndrome to “How
to handle visits from a social
worker.”

The NATHHAN Lending Library
catalog is arranged by subject.

Family Directory. Folks are listed by

state and list disability. Form your

own support network. Find families
homeschooling with the same

special needs you are dealing with.
Search the entire web site for a

subject of interest when you

participate in the NATHHAN family

directory. Additional password
needed for security.

Discussion board. Live time. Get
your questions answered by moms
who are competent and experienced.
A variey of subjects and responses
makes just reading the discussions
of others VERY interesting.

Classified Ads ¢ Letters from
Families « Deuteronomy Dads
Mommy’s Musing ¢
Children waiting for Moms and Dads
Favorite Resources

Just $25.00 / year for
your membership!
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born. The only sign was a dimple on his back,
which during an early well-baby checkup was
noticed by the NP, who referred him for x-
rays. The x-rays showed that he did, indeed,
have spinabifida. | was given no information
about spinabifida. | wasjust told that he had
it, but he appeared to befine, so | didn't find
out more until years later. He developed nor-
mally in nearly every way. The two major ef-
fects his spina bifida have had are that he had
trouble staying dry at night until he was about
ten years old, and also that he developed men-
ingitis at the age of five, asaresult of a serious
infection making its way into his spinal fluid.
However, he was treated with intravenous anti-
biotics for about three weeks and made a full
recovery.

| hope that this will provide encourage-
ment to someone, that there truly isawide
range of severity with spina bifida. Had we
not been told by the early x-ray, my son would
have gone through life never knowing he had a
birth defect. None of my other eight children
have had spina bifida or any other major birth
defect.

Heart Transplants—Organ Transplants
| home-educate three daughters, two with spe-
cia needs. Shivan, 11, and Lindses, 8, had
heart transplants at age 6. | would like to be
able to connect with other homeschooling
families who care for children with organ
transplants. Isthisagood organization to as-
sistin my quest? Susan Friesen
www.homeschool blogger.com/dol phindancer

| just launched a website about my son
and |. He has Down syndrome.

I've become concerned about the early
prenatal tests leading to more children with
Down syndrome being aborted. Thisisamulti-
media presentation on our story that 1'd love to
have your feedback on.

http://content.impactengine.com/
ieViewer.php?id=61948

Please let me know what you think...I
could really use some feedback before | launch
thison-line. Thanks, Sam ( Gabriel's Dad)
sam@ingersolladvertising.com

Adoption Disruption Support

| just want to let you know about a new yahoo
group. We have recently experienced adis-
rupted adoption and found it very hard to find a
support group. | have set up adisruption sup-
port group e-mail list at yahoo. | know you
have contact with families who have disrupted
from timeto time. | set thisgroup up so those
of uswho have experienced this very difficult
thing in our lives can have a safe place to share
and give support. Anyonewho hasor isdis-
rupting iswelcometo join :

Subscribe: adoption-disruption-support-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Resource for Velo-cardio-facial or Nail
Patella syndromes

Do any of the families you deal with
have a diagnosis of Velo-cardio-facial or Nail
Patella syndromes, associated with severe to
moderate learning disabilities and many other
disabilities? If not, | would be willing to pro-
vide information on this.
TeresaBenns BennsTere@aol.com
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A Message to Mom
and Dad ...from Jordan, a 14-

year old boy with severe autism.

The following article was written by Ruth
Schroeder, mom of 14-year-old Jordan, who has
sever e autism. This boy hears the voice of God in
ways his parents wish they could. The following
articleiswritten from Jordan’s perspective as he
delivers a very special message to Mom and
Dad.

Ruth is a Life Coach (www.copetohope.com)
who helps families with special needs move from
just coping to hoping through in-home consulta-
tions and coaching by telephone nationally and
internationally. She is also a popular retreat and
conference speaker. Ruth livesin Gresham, Ore-
gon, with husband Matt and two terrific kids,
Jordan and Gracey. She anticipates graduating
with her Masters degree in Counseling from
Portland, Oregon's Western Seminary in April.
Ruth can be contacted at Ruth@copetohope.com
or by calling 503.661.1196.

What is“ Life Coaching” ?

- Coaching focuses on your gifting and
strengths and your unique ability to live the life
you have been given.

- Coaching can clarify your focus, build confi-
dence and bring learning.

The result isintentional progress.

“Imagine...if someone knew your values and life
purpose and was holding you true to them.” —
(Laura Whitworth, Co-Active Coaching)

Ruth Schroeder

Cope to Hope

2229 NE Burnside, #132
Gresham, OR 97030
503.661.1196
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What' s that, God? Y ou have a message
for meto deliver? I’ll try, but Y ou know my
brain and my mouth don’t always work to-
gether so good...Y ou want me to say that?

Y eah, | know, Mom and Dad really need to
hear it. They get so tired. Both of them walk
like they’ re carrying boul der-filled backpacks.
Sometimes | know it’s because of me. | hear
them use the word “autism.” I’'m not sure what
that is, but when they say it, they sound sad
and worried. And always tired.

God, | worry about my Mom. She's exhausted.
Sighs around the house. I’ ve even seen her cry-
ing while she does dishes and she thinks she's
alone. Last night, she got grouchy. | don’t
know what to do when that happens.

Y ou're right. She needs this message from
you. Please help my brain and mouth to coop-
erate when it stime to deliver Y our words to
her.

Sunday Schooal is bothering me, they’ re chang-
ing the schedule. Oh, God, help me, please
help me keep track of myself so | can deliver
Y our message. ..

Miss Ginny’s lining us up to go out the door.
Not on the schedule! Gotta flap. Soothe my-
self. Ee,eeee! Miss Ginny smilesat me, | feel
her touch somewhere..ok, that’s my arm. Miss
Ginny likes me, | can go out the door. Flap,
flap, flap. Eee-eeee. Walking, rocking, flap-
ping, rocking.

Dad’sin the hallway with abig smile. Too
much. Cover ears, look down. Glance up. Look
down again. Dkadeee! | love Dad. He' s big
and strong. | can relax and find myself when
Dad’s nearby. | know hisvoice and it isfull of
love and patience. He thinks I’m a great kid
and he' s proud I’'m his boy.

Walking into Big Church. Lots of people, col-
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ored lights. Piano music, bouncing off the walls
hitting my earsin every direction. Rock. Flap.

Rock. Flap. The tag in my shirt rubs my back like a
plastic fork. A woman’s perfume smells strong like

vinegar. That one like bleach. The lights flash.
Rock, flap. I’'m losing myself. Too much...rock,
flap, rock, flap. Eeeee! Dad whispers, “ Jordan,
that’ stoo loud.” Dad’ s big, meaty hands rub my
shoulders, patting, rubbing. OK, my body is com-
ing back into this space. That’s better. | know
where my arms are. Rock, flap.

Dad, | can do thisif you go with me. Take a step,
take another step. Dad’ s hands. | turn. Fingersin

ears. Look at all the smiling people. Today, I’m not
looking down. I’m taking their happy in. Kids start
singing. | likeit. No singing for me. That would be

too much. Too wonderful. Look at the man, he's

smiling. She's smiling. He' s smiling. He's smiling.

She' s smiling. Kids singing. Dad’ s hands. | smile
back. I likeit. AlImost too much. But | likeit. The
kids stop. The music stops. They’re clapping! All
500 adults are clapping....FOR ME! | did it! I've

never done this before. I’m standing with my class.

They’re still clapping for me!! And maybe the
other kids, too.

Time to walk down the steps. Dad’ s hands on
shoulders. Adults smiling a me. | did it! I did it!
Now in the hallway. Too much. All those voices,

too many faces. I’'m overloading. How will |
say Y our message, God? Too much movement.
| bury my facein Dad’ s big, burly shoulders. |
feel safe when Dad’ s here. Gotta say it. Fingers
in ears.

A girl says, “Good job Jordan.” Face back in
Dad’ s shoulder. OK, God thisisit. Help my
mouth say the words. C’'mon, brain, it sounds
liked...d...d...

“Difficult...but not impossible.”

Wedid it. You and me, God. We ddlivered the
message.

From Mom:

God knew how badly we needed to hear the
message of “Difficult, but not impossible.” On
days when melt-downs are frequent, strength is
low and perspectiveis narrow, God again re-
minds me that this life is difficult—sometimes
horrifically so—but not impossible. Why not?
Because of His presence. Emmanuel. God with
us.

Too Wise To Be Mistaken
Too Good To Be Unkind

Written By Cathy Steere - A family dealing with autism, professionals, homeschooling and
successfully using Biblical child training

—An excellent book recommended by many NATHHAN families. Thisbook has literally changed the lives of
many families dealing with autism or special needs children with extra challenging behavior.

Grace and Truth Books
3406 Summit Boulevard
Sand Springs, OH 74063
(918) - 245-1500
Editor’snote: We have just received the newest edition of this book here at the
office. It looks like a lot has been added and updated.
We look forward to reading it all over again!!
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NATHHAN Pictures to Teach a
Resource

Suggestions Thousand Words

Fine Motor Skills for Chil- : 3 — G 3
tages® Learning Materials’ real photographic picture

dren with D(?W“ SVI’I- cards are ideal for teaching basic language skills to
drome - A Guide for Par- children and adults with learning delays.
ents and Professionals Stages'® product line features up-to-date, real pictures that
By Maryanne Bruini, BscoT (Reg) capture and hold the students attention. The products include:
A new and expanded version. The Language Builder Noun and Occupation sets, The Lang-O-
Dozens of easy home-based Learn® Series and now, Real Life Learning Posters.
it H The Language Builder: Picture Noun Cards include 350
activities, which help. Work
th fun Id intO your cards divided into nine categories of animals, foods, vehicles,

d livi df et clothing, furniture, toys, shapes, colors and everyday objects.
every day living and forg The set includes similar and identical images designed to teach

the word therapy” ! basic matching skills, as well as individual images which are
perfect for teaching receptive and expressive language, sorting, .;.:u A
WhV Pro-Life? Carinq for adjectives, functions, storytelling and more. Some images are
the Unborn and Their on plain white backgrounds to reduce confusion, while others
Mothers appear in their natural settings to promote generalization.
By chorn The Language Builder: Occupation Cards feature 115

o beli h h cards depicting both men and women in the most common
me leve thal we have to occupations. Meeting the NAEYC (National Association of

choose between hel pl ng the Education for Young Children) standards for gender and
unborn and their mommy. It ethnicity within education, these cards are great for labeling,
iscritical that we help both. role-playing, storytelling and other imaginative play.

Here are factual answersto The Lang-O-Learn® Series includes the most popular cards

the central issues of the abor- from our large Noun Set, broken down by category into five
tion debate smaller sets. You can get a 50 card food set, a 50 card

everyday objects set, a 30 card animal set, a 20 card vehicle
set and a 20 card clothing set. As an added feature, the Lang-

HOITIGSChOO“ﬂQ The O-Learn® cards are also labeled on the reverse side in 17
Challenging Child common languages. This set is great for ESL and foreign
By Christine M.Field language learners, as well as basic language and speech
Addresses ADD, disabilities,  practice in English.
personality differences. and Stages'® most recent addition, the Real Life Learning
Iearni ng S[yles ’ Posters, consist of four sets: 10 farm animals, 10 wild animals,

14 fruits & vegetables and six community helpers. Enlarged to

. 14" X 19" and printed on heavy cardstock, the posters are great
HomGSChOOan Methods for small group discussions and decorating the walls of

Seasoned Advice on classrooms, doctors' offices, nutritionists' offices and therapists’

Learning Styles offices. The posters also provide a great transition for students
Contributions by folks such as going from one-on-one learning to a classroom setting.

Ruth Beechick Clay and Stages® Learning Materials is committed to offering you the

i best photo teaching tools possible. For more information on any
Sa”y C|ark50n, Christine of Stages™® products, call us toll free at: 888-501-8880 or look

Fleld’ Diana Wa”ng and for our products in educational stores and catalogs.

mqre- Includes section (:)n Stages® Learning Materials provides quality teaching tools
speC|aI needs homeschooli ng. for every stage of development.

- -
learning materials
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was wonderfully transformed — not only
with respect to Andrew’ s education, but
also for each of our children. The begin-
ning of that transformation wasin my un-
derstanding of the word “education.”

Defining Education

Education consists of so much more
than academics, especially for the Christian
homeschooling family. It is equipping for
life - providing our children with the op-
portunity to gain the skills and understand-
ing they will need for thelife that lies
ahead of them. It requires determining the
best way to help our children learn and
grow. Besidesthe "3 R’s" it includes spiri-
tual understanding, character development,
life skills, verbal communication, physical
development, social skills, and more.

Because we're al individuals, our
educational prioritieswill vary from family
to family. We each need to determine what
.- : is of greatest educational importance for

! our children. What a blessing to remember

that each child is placed by God into the
family He chooses, in order to best equip
that child for the job He hasin mind for

Getting Started him or her!

Where are we?

Homeschooling with Having determined educational pri-
. orities, | can now begin planning my
Spec'a' Needs child's curriculum. Thefirst step in doing
by Diane Ryckman, with help from soisto evaluate what my child already
her friends at knows. Because | know my child inti-

mately, this doesn’t necessarily require a
formal assessment. After al, we are the
expert on your own children! For some,
just sitting back and thinking about it is all
that is needed. For others, developmental
checklists or diagnostic inventories can be
useful toolsfor evaluation. Either way,
consider each of the areas of education that
arerelevant to your child at this stagein his
life —what does he know already? Disre-
gard any time frame associated with a
checklist — your child ison hisor her own
time frame, and with your love and assis-

DownHomelearning
ryckman@kootenay.com

Whether a veteran homeschooler or just starting
out, teaching a child with special needs opens up awhole
new way of looking at “school.” No longer can | rely on
nicely pre-packaged curriculums, but because of learning
differences, physical challenges, and a unique develop-
mental time frame, it becomes necessary that | design a
custom-fit curriculum for my child. When we began |ook-
ing into how to homeschool our sixth child, Andrew, who
has Down syndrome, my whole understanding of “school”
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tance will develop right on schedule — his and the
LORD’s! There’'s no such thing as being behind
when it comes to specia needs homeschooling (or
to ANY schooling, special needs or not. After all,
who determines what is “behind” anyway?).

What are we aiming for?

Once you’ ve determined where your child
is developmentally, it’s time to set some educa-
tional goals. These should include more general-
ized, long-term goals as well as specific short-
term goals — breaking a goal down into as many
little steps as possible. Again, checklists are tools
that can help us know what direction to take.

How will we get there?

Determining just how to accomplish
those goalsis the biggest challenge in home
schooling. What materials are available? What
materials are appropriate? How does my child
learn best? How can | best help my child to learn?
How can | adapt existing materials to ensure
learning? These are important questions to ex-
plore when choosing the materials you will use
for teaching your child. Asyou prayerfully ex-
amine what is available to you, the LORD wiill
guide your steps.

The following are some favorite resources
that fellow homeschoolers of children with spe-
cia needs have discovered in their home school
journey. Thank you, ladies, for sharing these re-
sources with the rest of us!

“How to Teach” Resources

Learning in Spite of L abels, by Joyce Herzog
www.joyceherzog.com. Thiswas the first book
that | read about special needs homeschooling,
and it isfull of so much wisdom! 1 highly recom-
mend it.

Homeschooling Children with Special Needs by
Sharon Hensley - Came out over ten years ago
and was like water in a parched desert. Explains
helpful details about main categories of disabili-
ties and suggests which resources fit best and how
to use them. Only problem is that the materials
and supplier lists are out of date. Still agreat read.
Another great feature is that the emotional and
spiritual issues of dealing with special needs kids
are so well addressed.

Our_Special Child by Bette Ross (an old
book, but interesting reading)

Christian Homes and Special Kids available
through NATHHAN. Written by parents for
parents, this book shares many “how we do
it” stories, as well as wisdom gleaned through
years of experience, and much more.
Choosing and Using Curriculum For Your
Special Child by Joyce Herzog
www.joyceherzog.com - Written to help you
determine what type of homeschooler you
want to be and where your child ison the
spectrum, and then help you choose the com-
panies to buy from to match what you decide.
Includes along list of curriculum modifica-
tions (and more).

The Way They L earn by CynthiaTobias -
Describes learning styles to help you deter-
mine just what kind of alearner your childis,
and the best ways to help them learn.

Assessment and Goal Setting
TheBrigance Inventory of Basic Skillsisa
huge collection of short exercisesto give to
your child in order to determine what he or
she knows. Get together with other families
and pool resourcesto pay for it, rent it from
HSLDA, or borrow it from NATHHAN’s
lending library. Can be used from preschool
all the way up through 8th grade level. Parents
are quite capable of following the instructions
and individually pinpointing areas of strength
and weakness in everything from self help
skillsto formal academics. No time limit, will
take several daysto aweek to complete,
working just as long as is comfortable for the
child each day. (Also available: The Brig-
ance Inventory of Early Development)
http://www.curricul umassoci ates.com.
Hawaii Early L earning Profile (HEL P) Se-
ries and Behavioral Characteristics Profile
(BCP) published by VORT Corporation - As-
sessment Stands (an inventory) and learning
activitiesfor early education & elementary
school ages. Sample pages of their publica-
tions are available on their website
www.vort.com. | usethem agreat deal for
planning and breaking skills down for teach-
ing. You MUST be a professional to order so
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always remember you are a specia educator! | did
not ever feel the need to name our homeschool until
| began to order special education materials so now
we have aname and a school to have materials sent
to...very official!

LukesLifelist and Luke's Academic List by
Joyce Herzog, www.joyceherzog.com. Rather than
diagnostic, these are checklists that can be used to
give direction asto what to concentrate on teaching
next. Organized from a Christian perspective, these
include Bible teaching and character devel opment
in acomprehensive way.

Communication

Love and L earning video series - teach sight read-
ing, but also a great help in speech development.
An effortless way of teaching at a young age when
more "traditional” teaching just isn't in the picture
yet. www.loveandlearning.com

It Takes Two to Talk by AyalaManolson
Communication Partners
www.jamesdmacdonald.org — very "home-friendly"
and hands on. Explains how to build language
whileindividually facilitating each child's needs
where he is. Emphasizes working at each child's
unique speed rather than pushing a particular
agenda.

Easy Doesit for Apraxia and Motor Planning by
Robin Strode and Catherine Chamberlain, available
through Lingui Systems. Terrific multi-use tool
which will last for many years. My favorite feature
is the hand signals taught to facilitate production of
all the consonant and vowel sounds as well as ma-
jor combinations. We al know how sign language
facilitates speech; these hand signals do the same
thing for sounds. Many games and activities are
included, not just for phonics, but covering many
language skills as well.

Preschool Learning
Slow and Steady, Get M e Ready by June Ober-
lander - Thisisaterrific list of weekly developmen-
tal activitiesto do with your child from birth to age
5. Of course, we can use it much longer with our
children. These super-easy hands on activities even
gently weave in phonics for reading and spelling, as
well asideasfor self-help skills and behaviora is-
sues. Written for the typical child, thisisavery af-
fordable resource. Available through many

homeschool suppliers. Published by Xulon
Press.

Helps For Special Education Teachers
Curriculum and Activitiesto Promote Ba-
sic SKill Development in Special Needs
Children Written by Eileen Shaum, this
book is designed to be used by teachers/
parents of preschool children. This book lists
goals and objectives with activities for the
stages of development from early childhood
through first grade level. IEP's are discussed
with many helpful hints regarding curriculum
planning, teaching tools and techniques.
Available from Rod & Staff, 606.522.4348
Ready Bodies, L earning Minds: A Key to
Academic Success by Athena Oden, P.T.
www.r eadybodies.com. Discusses physio-
logical and neurological development, and
how incomplete development in specific ar-
eas can affect my child’ s ability to perform
many academic tasks. Describes how to iden-
tify an immature system, and is full of sim-
ple, fun exercises and methods to encourage
neurological development.

Life Skills

Stepsto Independence, Teaching Every-
day Skillsto Children with Special Needs,
By Bruce L. Baker and Alan Brightman A
book that covers everyday skills from play
skills, to self-care and self-help skills, to
skills needed for independent living. This
book not only has skill inventories, it teaches
how to teach! Included is an extensive ap-
pendix with proven teaching strategies. Skills
for toddlers to young adults. Available from
Brookes Publishing. http://
www.brookespublishing.com/
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Reading
L ove and L earning videos, books, and cross-
word puzzles to teach sight-reading. An effort-
less, effective way of doing school, especially
for strong visual learners.
www.loveandlearning.com
Bob Books - ssimple phonetic readers that stead-
ily build reading skills www.bobbooks.com
Farm Animal Words Reading Kit by Diane
Ryckman — sight word reading instruction,
book, and double set of flashcards. http://
www.kootenay.com/~ryckman/
DownHomel earning.html
Clayphonics— a simple, multi-sensory, method
for teaching letter sounds. www.clay phon-
ics.com
Teaching Reading to Children with Down
Syndrome by Patricia Oelwein- presents a sys-
tem for teaching sight-reading, very effective for
visua learners. www.woodbinehouse.com
ThreeR's Series by Ruth Beechick — Ruth
Beechick has given us this elegantly simple and
ridiculously inexpensive set of three little book-
lets guiding us through reading, language, and
math skills from preschool through grade three.
The booklets explain in very simple terms how
to teach the three above mentioned disciplines
thoroughly but without unnecessary clutter.

Writing
Handwriting Without Tears— A hands on sys-
tem of teaching handwriting. Begins with the
easiest to write letters and moves to more diffi-
cult ones. Teaches frequently reversed onesin
ways to help reduce reversal. www.hwtears.com

Math

M ath-U-See - a manipulative based math cur-
riculum with avideo guide for the teacher,
which can also be viewed with the student.
http://www.mathusee.com/

Teaching Math to People With Down Syn-
drome and Other Hands-on L earners— by
DeAnna Horstmeier, www.woodbinehouse.com.
Full of practical ideas for evaluating student un-
derstanding, and teaching math skillswhich are
essential for everyday living.

Maximum M ath by Kathryn Stout http://

www.desi gnastudy.com/products/
mathematics.html A detailed breakdown of
K-8 math skills, along with activities and
teaching strategies for teaching each skill.

Science/Social Studies/Language
Arts...

Fiveln a Row - agreat literature based cur-
riculum. Selected storiesare read 5 daysin a
row, with daily activities related to the story.
Presents a variety of activities to choose
from. The stories are loveable; the activities
cover social studies, science, art, language
arts, a bit of math, and music.
www.fiveinarow.com

Bible Teaching

Betty L uken Through the Biblein Felt
(expensive, but well worth it) — Beautifully
crafted flannel graph pieces. A great tool for
teaching Bible stories.

TheBiblein Picturesfor Little Eyesby
Kenneth N. Taylor — The reverent language
speaks to the child in the simplest terms and
has two or three questions to spark discus-
sion after each short lesson. It begins with
creation and ends with the missionary jour-
neys of Paul. If you can find the older edition
accompanied by the excellent set of 45rpm
records it would be well worth the price.
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Grandpa and Grandma’s Corner

(Editor’s
note: Grandpa
and Grandma are
Dennis and Linda
Lamphere, Sherry
Bushnell’s par-
ents. They have
graciously chosen
to spend their 4
golden years
serving the Lord
and their family
through NATH-

HAN / CHAXK.)

We have come through
amild winter in Northern Idaho
with abnormal rainfall, cold
freezing temperatures and
snow. We enjoyed the snow
and the beautiful frost paintings
on the windows. Now we go
forward into warm spring days,
planting a garden and warring
with the persistent ants under
our house!

As we considered what
to share for thisissue the
thought kept coming, “make the
most of your pain and suffer-
ing”. Hereisan attempt to
share some of the things we are
learning along the way.

All of us experience
seasons of pain and suffering or
trials and tribulations in our
lifetime. Some come through
an illness or accident; or sudden
turn of eventsthat |eave us ask-
ing “Now what Lord?’; aloss
of aloved one; or afinancia
crisis. You will have your own
list as we have given some of
ours. Thelonger we have
lived, the longer our list and the

wider the variety of experiences.
Y ou would think, at our age, we
would have figured out how to
facelife gracefully. (Can't we
pick and choose which trials we
want to endure and when?) But
each new situation offers new
challenges to see things God's
way.

How have we handled
thesetimesin our lives? We
would like to be able to press the
rerun button and go back and
redo some of our reactions. At
times our reaction has been to
resist it, or to deny it, blame
someone elsefor it, run from it,
or ignore it and hope it will go
away. (Please God! Please!) All
of these responses have only
made the experience more diffi-
cult.

Even in our advanced
stage of life, we are learning to
STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and ask
ourselves “What isthe Lord
wanting to show us in this situa-
tion?’ before wereact. Take any
one from our personal list above,
where we have had a change in

“our plans” or aloss of our
“hopesand dreams’. We
are learning to seize the mo-
ment, pray, wait patiently,
and listen — (for the next
move?!!)

There are some
things we know NOW:

TheLord hasal-
lowed each experience and
HE iswithusinit-- even
through our grumbling,
complaining and wrong re-
sponse.

Hewill provide all
that we need to carry us
through physically, emo-
tionally and spiritually.

He will help us grow
through it, if we will allow
Him to teach us (old folks
can learn very slowly!).

Hewill provide us
opportunities to share our
experiences with othersto
encourage and comfort them
--- after we put our pride
aside and lighten-up.

So, how isit going
for you? Areyouinthe
middle of atrial, or pain and
suffering? Can you take a
moment, and step back and
take a new, fresh look at
your experiences? Take
courage and make the most
of it. There are friends and
help if wewill just ask.

Prov. 3:5-6 “Trust
in the Lord with all your
heart and |ean not on your
own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge
Him, and He will direct
your path.”



¢ NATHHAN NEWS Spring / Summer 2006 53

H ’ H ing every virus that comes along between Au-
Mor'ah S leﬂCleS gust and May), as well as long periods of
Becky Bennett screaming which often came at dinner time
24007 Flint Creek Dr. due to tiredness at the end of the day and extra
Lake Barrington, IL 60010 commotion from the other kids being home.
andybeckybennett@sbcglobal .net We never pinpointed what caused the scream-

ing, but it does not matter. We don’t have it
“1 saw achild who for about four hours sat in this year and | was a little ashamed that we
achair camly, who has bright red cheeks, who atea  did not see the miracle ourselves. But thiswas

big meal-fed to her by her father, achild who isfull only the first miracle.
but not fat and heavy as a stone, with bright, shining, Our walk through life with Moriah has
pretty eyes and thick, full-bodied, dark hair. been one of putting one foot in front of the
At that, the child was not edgy, did not fall, other totally in the
was not squirming, _ | dark. She appeared to

but was sitting
calmly, with inter-
est looking at the
people surrounding

be normal at birth until
afew weeks later
when her head had not
grown at al and feed-

her, and as it ing issues began to
seemed to me, crop up. Still, 1 told
wanted to say myself, | have had
something.” four children and
Thiswas nursed them all. You

the description of a
dear Russian friend
of ourswho took a
huge interest in our
daughter some

don’t wake up a con-
tent baby just to try to
get her weight up. Or
do you? Thiswasthe
beginning of along

years ago. He had and arduous journey
seen her not well which is not yet over.
and felt so badly : _ ; ; ; We have seen many
for her that | guess specialists and Moriah
he thought often of has only been diag-
her and was always looking for away to find treat- nosed with microcephaly, meaning a smaller
ment for her. He wanted her to be placed into are- than normal head. All parts of the brain are

search program with the National Institute of Health there, although some are smaller than normal.
in Washington, D.C., but as sheisnow 11 years old, Thereis no sign of bleeding or trauma. She

no one would take her. They prefer to have babies does not fit any other syndrome though she
whose development they can follow for years. has been tested for some of the rarest as re-
Not to be deterred, our friend tracked down a cently as last summer. Shejust iswhat sheis,
Russian pediatric specialist in Chicago, our home created by God for His purposes.
area, and was told that he would like to have a de- In the course of eleven years, we have
scription of our daughter after our friend visited us. used cranio-sacral chiropractic therapy, typi-
Thisisthe description that he gave to the doctor, cal speech and physical therapy, neurodevel-
having not seen Moriah for several years himself. opment therapy, and hippo therapy, even en-
Asl| read hisletter, | was struck by the fact joying our own pony for 3 years. We have
that this description isin and of itself amiracle. used drugs to control seizures and then made

Moriah has had many years of poor health (i.e. catch-  the decision to stop using them because they
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did not completely cure her while definitely making
her less aware and alert. We have suffered through
the decision of changing doctors because alongtime
trusted pediatrician changed direction completely
and has embraced New Age medicine to the point of
always wanting his “medical intuitive” with him at
our appointments. In short, we have wandered many
paths never quite knowing if we were making right
choices or doing anything of value for Moriah.

Anyone who has a child with severe prob-
lems aswell as other children will realize that there
isalways a battle to deal reasonably and fairly with
the other children in the household. They must learn
to be compassionate and loving without love being
returned by the handicapped sibling. They must be
helpful to the parents with cheerful attitudes even
though “no one else they know has so many bur-
dens.” They must be educated and allowed to spend
time with friends so that they DO have times of
feeling normal. They must be prayer warriorsin a
way that peers will never understand.

Thisiswhere our second miracle shows it-
self. From the time we realized that Moriah would
have severe difficulties, my children prayed for her.
Their prayers, as young children, did not alter.
“Please let Moriah walk and talk.” Moriah does nei-
ther of these things. How do you encourage your
children in aprayer life when their deepest felt re-
guests of innocent childhood did not seem to be an-
swered? How do we, in the midst of our own tumul-
tuous thoughts and emotions assure them that God
isaloving Father and His ways are beyond ours and
good for us?

Let me return to the beginning of this letter
and give you the quote of the Russian doctor upon
hearing Moriah’s description. “ This sounds like a
fairy tale. In more than 50 years of my practice, |
have not met a single child with such amazing, out-
standing indicators with thisillness. | do not know
how the parents were able to achieve this, but it
looks like amiracle. Stop all the searching and re-
search on how to treat this child. What you told me
is not achievable with the help of the present thera-
peutic methods known to me.”

My oldest four are ages 15-20 now, and | am
able to turn to them and say, “Look at this! All
those years of prayers and God was giving us a
miracle. We just didn’t know it.” Oh, we can’t give

guarterly updates on Moriah’s progress and
are even hard pressed to find something nice
to say in a Christmas letter. But God has
been here al aong. Furthermore, He gave
us this letter to encourage our hearts at a
difficult timein life and to change our per-
spective. God has His special treasures
stockpiled for us. We must not limit Him to
what WE think would be best for our family
or make us happy. If we do, we may miss
the little miracles along the way.

Finally, thereis athird miracle. We
are at peace with Moriah and who sheis.
Don’'t get me wrong. | have days | wonder
how much longer | will be ableto lift her or
get her out of the house. | dare not wander
down amental road trying to figure out how
our children will deal with her financialy
one day should we diefirst. But | am at a
place of peace that we have done what we
could do and God istruly putting one foot in
front of the other in the dark. About two
years ago | stopped praying terribly specifi-
cally for Moriah in most prayers. Instead my
hearts cry was that God would be her advo-
cate. He has clearly answered that prayer
and will continue to do so because | am con-
vinced He loves Moriah more than | ever
will.
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10 Things
Every Child
with Autism
Wishes You
Knew

By Ellen Notbohrn
South Florida Parenting

The child who lives
with autism may look
“normal” but his or her behav-
ior can be perplexing and
downright difficult. Today,
the citadel of autism, once
thought an “incurable” disor-
der, is cracking around the
foundation. Every day, indi-
viduals with autism show us
they can overcome, compen-
sate for, and otherwise man-
age many of the condition’s
most challenging aspects.

Equipping those
around our children with a
simple understanding of au-
tism’s most basic elements
has a tremendous effect on the
children’ sjourney towards
productive, independent adult-
hood. Autism is an extremely
complex disorder, but we can
distill it to three critica com-
ponents: sensory processing
difficulties, speech/language
delays and impairments, and
the whole child/social interac-
tion issue. Here are 10 things
every child with autism
wishes you knew.

1.1 am achild with autism.
| am not “autistic.” My autism
is one aspect of my total char-

acter. It does not define me as
aperson. Are you a person
with thoughts, feelings and
many talents, or are you just
fat (overweight), myopic
(wear glasses), or klutzy
(uncoordinated, not good at
sports)?

2. My sensory perceptions
aredisordered. This means
the ordinary sights, sounds,
smells, tastes and touches of
everyday life that you may not
even notice can be downright
painful for me. The very envi-
ronment in which | have to
live often seems hostile. | may
appear withdrawn or belliger-
ent to you, but | am really just
trying to defend myself. A
“simple” trip to the grocery
store may be hell for me. My
hearing may be hyper acute.
Dozens of people aretalking
at once. The loudspeaker
booms today’ s special. Music
whines from the sound sys-
tem. Cash registers beep and
cough. A coffee grinder is
chugging. The meat cutter
screeches, babies wail, carts
creak, the fluorescent lighting
hums. My brain can’t filter all
the input, and I’m in overload!
My sense of smell may be
highly sensitive. The fish at
the meat counter isn’'t quite
fresh, the guy standing next to
us hasn’'t showered today, the
deli is handing out sausage
samples, the baby in line
ahead of us has a poopy dia-
per, and they’ re mopping up
pickles on Aisle 3 with ammo-
nia... | can't sort it all out,
I’m nauseous. Because | am
visually oriented, this may be
my first sense to become over-
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stimulated. The fluorescent
light istoo bright. It makes the
room pulsate and hurts my
eyes. Sometimes the pulsating
light bounces off everything
and distorts what | am seeing.
The space seems to be con-
stantly changing. There'sa
glare from the windows, mov-
ing fans on the ceiling, so
many bodies in constant mo-
tion, too many items for me to
be able to focus —and | may
compensate with tunnel vi-
sion. All this affects my vesti-
bular sense, and now | can’t
even tell where my body isin
space. | may stumble, bump
into things, or simply lay
down to try and regroup.

3. Please remember to dis-
tinguish between won't (|
choose not to) and can’t (I'm
not ableto). Receptive and
expressive languages are both
difficult for me. It isn't that |
don’t listen to instructions, its
that | can’t understand you.
When you call to me from
across the room, thisiswhat |
hear H* & %$#2, Billy.
#3%& * %$& **’" Instead,
come speak directly to mein
plain words:. “Please put your
book in your desk, Billy. It's
time to go to lunch.” Thistells
me what you want me to do
and what is going to happen
next. Now it's much easier for
me to comply.

4.1 am aconcretethinker. |
interpret language literally.
It's very confusing for me
when you say, “Hold your
horses, cowboy!” when what
you realy meanis“Please
stop running.” Don’t tell me
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something is a*“ piece of cake”
when there is no dessert in
sight and what you really
mean is, “Thiswill be easy for
you to do.” When you say,
“Its pouring cats and dogs,” |
see pets coming out of a
pitcher. Please just tell me,
“It'sraining very hard.” Idi-
oms, puns, nhuances, and dou-
ble entendres and sarcasm are
lost on me.

5. Be patient with my lim-
ited vocabulary. It’s hard for
meto tell you what | need
when | don’t know the words
to describe my feeling. | may
be hungry, frustrated, fright-
ened or confused; but right
now those words are beyond
my ability to express. Be alert
for body language, withdrawl,
agitation, or other signs that
something is wrong.

There' saflip sideto this: |
may sound like alittle profes-
sor or amovie star, rattling off
words or whol e scripts well
beyond my developmental
age. There are messages |
have memorized from the
world around me to compen-
sate for my language deficits,
because | know | am expected
to respond when spoken to.
They may come from books,
television or the speech of
other people. It's called echo-
lalia. | don’t necessarily un-
derstand the context or the
terminology I'musing; | just
know it gets me off the hook
for coming up with areply.

6. Because language is diffi-
cult for me, | am very visu-
ally oriented. Show me how
to do something rather than
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just telling me. And please be
prepared to show me many
times. Lots of patient repeti-
tion helps melearn. A visua
schedule is extremely helpful
as | move through my day.
Like your day planner, it re-
lieves me of the stress of hav-
ing to remember what comes
next, makes for smooth transi-
tions between activities, and
hel ps me manage my time and
meet your expectations.

7. Focus and build on what

| can dorather than what |
can’'t do. Like any other hu-
man, | can’t learn in an envi-
ronment where I’ m constantly
made to feel that I’m not good
enough or that | need fixing.
Trying anything new when |
am almost sure to be met with
criticism, however construc-
tive, becomes something to be
avoided. Look for my
strengths and you' Il find them.
There' s more than one right
way to do most things.

8. Help mewith social inter-
actions. It may look like |
don’t want to play with the
other kids on the playground,
but sometimesit’sjust that |
simply don’t know how to
start a conversation or enter a
play situation. If you can en-
courage other childrentoin-
vite meto join them at kick-
ball or shooting baskets, | may
be delighted to be included.

9. Try to identify what trig-
gersmy meltdowns. Thisis
termed “the antecedent.”
Meltdowns, blowups, tan-
trums, or whatever you want
to call them are even more

horrid for me than they are for
you. They occur because one
or more of my senses has
gone into overload. If you can
figure out why my meltdowns
occur, they can be prevented.

10. If you are a family
member, please love me un-
conditionally. Banish
thoughts such as, “1f he would
just...” and “why can’t
she....?" Without your sup-
port, my chances of success-
ful, self-reliant adulthood are
slim. With your support and
guidance, the possibilities are
broader than you might think.
| promise you I’'m worth it.

It all comesdown tothree
wor ds. Patience. Patience.
Patience.

Work to view my au-
tism as adifferent ability
rather than a disability. Look
past what you may see as
limitations and see the gifts
autism has given me. | may
not be good at eye contact or
conversation, but have you
noticed | don't lie, cheat at
games, tattle on my class-
mates, or pass judgment on
other people?

Y ou are my founda-
tion. Think through some of
the social rules, and if they
don’t make sense for me, let
them go. Be my advocate, be
my friend and we'll see just
how far | can go. | probably
won't be the next Michael Jor-
dan, but with my attention to
fine detail, and capacity for
extraordinary focus, | might
be the next Einstein. Or Mo-
zart. Or Van Gogh.

They had autism. too.
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Understanding And Working with
“Math Problems”

By Sharon Hensley, MA

NOTE: The bulk of this article has been summa-
rized from two books: Number Concepts Using
Unifix Cubes, and Teaching Mathematics to Stu-
dents with Learning Disabilities. Both are fabu-
lous resources and highly recommended.

Children who have difficulty with math,
present different challenges than those encoun-
tered in the reading and language aresas.

Often with reading or writing difficulties,
we can continue building on content even if the
independent reading or writing level remains
low. In math, however, thereis no way that we
can continue on in content until lower level skills
have been mastered or at least understood to the
point that they can be utilized (even if not memo-
rized!). Thus, it is common for parents to feel
that their child is“way behind” because thereis
such aclear, sequentia progression to mathemat-
iCs.

Let'sfirst look at the typical progression
for learning math skills, and then at the ways that
learning problems affect math performance. Fi-
nally, we will look at methods for working with

math dysfunction and the curricula best
suited for different types of learning difficul-
ties.

The Development of Math Skills

Number Concept (Pre-Math Skills): The
beginnings of number concept include a num-
ber of different notions, but the general con-
cept isthat “number isan idea’” which can’t
be seen. It isthis abstract nature of math that
makes it so difficult for some children. The
mastery of these basic concepts makes it pos-
sible to move on to being able to use numbers
in meaningful ways. While most children are
comfortable with these basic concepts by the
mental age of about 9, more severely handi-
capped children may never completely master
these basic concepts, and other learning dis-
abled children may grasp the concepts only
superficially which impedes higher level
mathematical reasoning skills.

Number concept as awhole is made up of the

following concepts:

1. Classification - the ability to sort by spe-
cific propertiesinto consistent categories.

2. Ordering - the ability to organize materi-
alsin alogical sequence. Rote counting is
not ordering. To truly understand order-
ing, a child must understand more, less,
before and after concepts, and be ableto
put numbers, items, or problem stepsin
order even if they are presented out of
order.
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3. Inclusion - the ideathat “three” includes
items one and two, it is not the name of the
object.

4. One-to-One Correspondence - the idea that
you must say or think only one word for
each object.

5. Conservation - the idea that the number of
objects does not change if the objects are
moved, rearranged or hidden.

6. Connecting Symbols to the Number Con-
cept - recognizing that the symbol ‘4’
means 4 objects, and then being able to
write the numbers to represent a group of
objects. (Thisis different than just learning
to write numbers, which is a handwriting
task.)

Basic Operations:

After children master the basics of number
concept, they move on to learning how to ma-
nipulate numbers through the four basic opera-
tions of addition, subtraction, multiplication
and division. In order to understand these
number manipulations, the ideas of ordering
(e.g. when adding, the numbers get larger) and
one-to-one cor respondence must be expanded
upon, and new concepts such as place value
need to be understood. At this stage, we are
talking about simply computing numbers to
gain an answer.

There are students with learning diffi-
culties who understand the process of basic
operations, but are unsuccessful in computa-
tion because of spatial difficultiesin lining up
problems or motor difficultiesin writing an-
swers. For these students, calculators arein-
valuable and highly recommended to allow
moving on to the more crucial aspects of prob-
lem solving and applications.

Problem solving (Application):

The next step, and one that most children with
learning problems have difficulty with, is moving
from simply computing numbers to solving prob-
lems. Thisisthe point at which a student can inter-
pret given information and decide how to solve the
problem. In order to do this, the student must un-
derstand what the problem is, what information is
relevant and irrelevant to solving the problem,
which operation is needed, and whether the solution
he arrives at is reasonable.

This process involves integrating many
skills such as language, sequencing, patterning and
reasoning. Often we think of thisarea as just “word
problems,” but most “real-life” mathematicsin-
volves these skills.

Using time and money concepts on a day-
to-day basis requires application skills. For exam-
ple, consider the integration of skills needed to even
accurately assess something simple like what time
it will be one hour from now. First, it takes lan-
guage skills to understand that “an hour from now”
is an addition problem; sequencing skills to deter-
mine the next number; and the possibility of both
patterning (how is aclock constructed) and reason-
ing skillsif it isnow 12:00 to know that the next
hour will be 1:00 NOT 13:00!

Thinking and reasoning skills are related to
math problem solving skills. Even though thisis not
“math”, working in this area can be helpful. Always
begin by working on thinking and reasoning skills
using your child’s strong area (verbal or nonverbal),
and then move into hisweak area. Critical Thinking
Press has many great resources for building reason-
ing skills. One good general resource isthe
“Building Thinking Skills” series, but they also
carry reasoning skill books directly related to math.
L ogic problems and thought puzzles (such as tan-
grams) or spatial puzzles (for children with spatial
aswell as reasoning difficulties) are also excellent
for building problem solving skills and flexible
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thinking.

WHAT IF MY CHILD
CANNOT EVEN COUNT?

There are many ways to work on “math”
even if your child cannot count. Go back to the list
of pre-math skills and you will realize that there is
alot of “math” that can be done without knowing
how to count. My daughter could not count past 3
objects for thefirst 10 years that we home
schooled. Even today, she can only count to 10
and she cannot count objects that do not have a de-
fined end. In other words — she can count six
blocksif | put them on the table, but she cannot
count six blocks out of a bag of 20 blocks and
know where to stop. Therefore, the mgjority of the
math | have done with her has focused on sorting,
matching, number recognition and sequencing.

Obviously, when you have a child at this
level, you have to make alot of the materias. |
have used many ideas from the books, “Developing
Number Concepts,” but even the first book in that
series had skillsin it that my daughter cannot com-
prehend. However, | have found many of the ideas
in that book could be modified and brought down
to my daughter’slevel. For example, | have done a
lot with number cards that | made on index cards.
Each card has the number and that number of dots
on it in a pattern that we then use consistently to
represent that number. We have done matching
(with asecond set of cards), sequencing (putting
the cards in random order on the floor and finding
“one” then “two” etc. Eventually, she could do
this by herself without me telling her which card to
look for). We have used the cards to “count” by
putting one block on each card and then reading
the number we “ stopped on”. Even though this
isn’t really counting in the true sense, it helped her
to gain the concept of counting. | now use the cards
as amoveable number line and she does “addition”
by finding a number and then telling which number
is“onemore.” We have aso used this number line

to work on the concepts of “more” and “less.”
So you can see —thereis alot that can be
done even when a child can’t count!!

METHODS FOR SLOW MOVING

MATH

Working with students having diffi-
culty beyond the pre-math stages involves
three basic things. Simplify, Repeat and Vary.
Since math builds on itself, repetition is a nec-
essary, but often frustrating part of having a
child with amath “problem”. Always remem-
ber to relax and move at your child’s pace.
Let go of worrying about being “ahead” or
“behind” and concentrate on giving your child
the best math understanding of which heis
capable.

Simplify:
Employ techniques that minimize the
effect of the learning problem.

*Use manipulatives and charts to make ab-
stract concepts more concrete.

*Use visual cuesto assist students with figure-
ground and other perceptual difficulties:
Graph paper, lines, boxes, color coding, large
problems.

*Balance computation and application prob-
lems. Allow calculators when doing word
problems. This minimizes both frustration and
errors.

«Concentrate on the most practical aspects of
math. Working a problem correctly is practi-
cal - Speed Drills are not practical.
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Repeat:
Review concepts and procedures many

times.
 Solidify basic number concepts - always plan
review of previous concepts and operations into
your daily routine.
e Introduce new materia in small chunks.
e Don't be afraid to move slowly - at the pace

your child needs.

Vary:
Use agood variety of materialsto review
concepts.
*Games *Computers <Drill activities
*Real life situations

MATH RESOURCES AND CURRICULA
The following resources are grouped ac-
cording to the main type of learning disability (visual
or auditory) that it isthe MOST appropriate for. In
other words, if your child has avisual processing
problem, then first look under the grouping for Visu-

ally Based Learning Problems. The curricula grouped

there will be larger, less cluttered and more
“language” oriented than others. However, if your
childisavisual learner, look at the curricula grouped
under Language Based Learning Problems. Do read

through all of the explanations, however. Some of the

curricula can be easily adapted for avariety of learn-
ing problems. General Resources are grouped sepa-
rately as are high school resources and resources for
older, severely handicapped children.

Unless otherwise noted, these re-
sources are available from AVCS Books
at www.avcsbooks.com

GENERAL RESOURCES:

These resources will help you learn HOW to teach
math.

Teaching M athematicsto Students with

L earning Disabilities

A manual that will help you understand the
impacts that learning disabilities have on math
performance and how to teach math so that
learning disabled students can understand it. A
great resource.

On Cloud Nine: Visualizing and Verbaliz-

ing for Math
If you are familiar with the Lindamood-Bell

language and phonics materias, this manual
will seem like an old friend. Taking the Linda-
mood-Bell idea of using visual imagery to de-
velop memory aides, this manual explains
step-by-step how to help students learn to visu-
alize number lines and concepts such as place
value, carrying, borrowing, multiplication and
division. Students should either have good
visualization skills or have been taught the ba-
sic visualization techniques (see Visualizing
and Verbalizing for Language Comprehension
and Thinking, AVCS Books). Thisisagood
next step for students who have been through
standard approaches to teaching math and just
can’'t seem to remember the basic concepts.

Developing Number Concepts Using Unifix
Cubes Book 1 —Patternsand Counting;
Book 2 — Addition and Subtraction; Book 3
— Place Value, M ultiplication and Division.
Appropriate for: Learning Disabled, Slow
Learners, any child having difficulty with basic
math concepts who is helped and not dis-
tracted by manipulatives.

Computer Programs and Helps

Computer math programs can be great
resources for adding in extra practice and vari-
ety. One of the best features of most computer
gamesisthat problems are presented at ran-
dom so that you may have an addition problem
followed by subtraction followed by multipli-
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cation. This variety of problems forces students to
think through operations and make decisions about
how to solve the problems. Another wonderful
thing about using computers for review isthat the
computer is never frustrated that your child cannot
remember what 7x8 is—even if he has seen it
10,000 times!

Resources for computer math games are
plentiful. 1 personally like just about anything put
out by The Learning Company and Edmark.
Broderbund now owns these companies. See their
HUGE website at www.broderbund.com. We have
used Treasure Mountain from The Learning
Company for years. Skills such as telling time,
place value, equality and money are presented
along with all basic operations. The format is fun,
but educationally sound. Some of the other popular
math games are Millie s Math House, Math Rab-
bit and M ath Blaster. | have heard good things
about all of these programs.

There are also many Internet websites that offer
review helps. Onel have used is the Saxon math
website. You can create math practice sheets that
the kids compl ete online and submit for instant
scoring. Other websites such as

www.edhel per.com and www.superkids.com offer
worksheet creators that allow you to customize and
print worksheets for areas your child needs review.

VISUALLY BASED LEARNING
PROBLEMS

Mastering M athematics

Levels: 1st -6th grades, remedial
Appropriate for: Just about anyone! The literature
accompanying this program says that it has been
used successfully with children who have 1Q
scores as low as 45 and with gifted students as
well.
Available from: Mastery Publications 90 Hillside
Ln. Arden, NC 28704 828.684.0429
www.masterypublications.com

Thisisavery complete program for just

about any student with learning problems, al-
though | have put it in the visual section because
of the large problems and uncluttered pages. It is
agood choice for most kids who are ready to
start “pencil and paper” math. However, children
who have not yet mastered the idea of one-to-one
correspondence are not ready for this program
and should start with the activities in the Devel-
oping Number Concepts book (see General Re-
sources above). Also, some children reach a
point where they “bog down” with this program
because of the high emphasis on memorizing the
math facts. For these kids, drawing dots and
counting them (like in the Attack Math program
below), works better when they can’t seem to
memorize all of the facts. Inayear or two they
may be able to memorize more math facts while
learning new concepts. Based on the idea that if
achild can count, he can add, so the first book
(Attacking Addition) jumps right into addition
problems after a few pages of counting review.
The entire program (addition through fractions)
offers excellent variety (games, number wheels,
and avariety of workbook page formats) along
with enough repetition of concepts to promote
mastery. The workbook pages are uncluttered
and the numbers are large, which isareal bonus
for kids with motor control issues. In my pro-
gram, we have children with mild retardation,
language disorders and learning disabilities using
this program with very good results. Note to
mom: you do need to make time to play the re-
view games that come with this program in order
for it to work well.

Attack Math

Levels: 1st - 5th computation skills (addition,
subtraction, multiplication, division)
Appropriatefor: Visua processing, visual-
motor difficulties

This workbook series gets my highest rec-
ommendation for its clear step-by-step presenta-
tion of basic computation skillsand its large
problems on uncluttered pages. Excellent for
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children with motor difficulties or visual per-
ception difficulties as well as those who need a
very systematic presentation of basic skills.

Touch Math

L evels: Counting, addition, and subtraction
available in the One-to-One series made for
home instruction. Multiplication and division
skillsare currently only available in classroom
Kits.

Appropriatefor: A wide range of disabilities.
Basic counting skills required.

Thisisaredly great program that helps
students learn basic operations by using “touch
points’ strategically placed on each number.
Students develop a mental image of the number
based on both value and shape. The four basic
operations are then taught using a multisensory
(visual/auditory/tactile) approach. I’ ve seen this
program used successfully with even some se-
verely handicapped children once they master
the concept of counting.

LANGUAGE BASED
LEARNING PROBLEMS

Recipefor Math

Levels. 1st - 6th grades, remedial
Appropriate for Learning Disabled, Language
Disabilities

This teacher’ s manual was written specifi-
cally for teaching students with dyslexia and
gives daily lesson plans, goals and objectives
for each concept (so you know exactly why you
are doing each activity). The author also gives
one of the best explanations of why math is dif-
ficult for children with language difficulties
that I’ ve ever seen. Workbooks are available to
coordinate with the manual; however, we pre-
fer the Attack Math workbooks because of the
larger print and less cluttered pages. Unifix
cubes work well with this program. There are
many game suggestions for reinforcement. One

drawback to this program isthat it has no word
problems, but you can supplement with the
word problemsin Attack Math.

Developmental M athematics
L evels. K-6th grade (approximately)
Appropriatefor: Learning Disabled, Slow
Learners

Thisworkbook seriesis not intended for
children with learning problems, but it has sev-
eral nice features, which make it useable for
some kids. First of al, the programisvery vis-
ual. Students see visual representations of most
concepts as they are taught and draw their own
representations to demonstrate comprehension.
This approach is particularly helpful for kids
with auditory processing difficulties who often
get lost in long explanations (even with ma-
nipulatives) but can “see” a concept viathese
diagrams. Another nice aspect is that the pro-
gram is very structured and incremental (step-
by-step) which is what most slow learners and
mildly learning disabled children need. Thereis
agood mix of new learning, practice (including
word problems) and review throughout the se-
ries. The practice pages have alot of problems
per page, and they are small which isadraw-
back for kids who are easily overwhelmed by
the LOOK of apage, but you could cover all
but one column or cut the pages up into the in-
dividual columnsfor practice and review. One
drawback to this program isthat it does not in-
clude teaching of time, money, or calendar
skills, however, these are not too difficult to
add in on your own.

Math Teacher’s Press
Levels: K-6th grade
Appropriatefor: Mildly Learning Disabled
Available from: Math Teacher’s Press
1.800.852.2435

This curriculum is also not designed
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for kids with learning disabilities, but it has some very
nice features, which make it a good choice for many
children with mild learning problems. The use of ma-
nipulatives is encouraged, but the manipulatives are
also illustrated on most pages so that a visual repre-
sentation is available even if the actual building of the
blocksis not needed. The pages are fairly uncluttered,
but still not a good choice for those students who get
lost in too much visua information. Thisisamore
complete program than the Developmental Math be-
cause it includes time and measurement skills. A very
nice feature is the Math Capsules, which provide ran-
dom daily review (5 problems per day of previously
learned material).

Calculadder

Levels: Basic Skills- Addition through fractions
Appropriatefor: Learning and Language Disabled,
Slow Learners with modifications.

Many math programs not intended for spe-
cia needs students can be made usable by adding in
extra practice. Calculadder is an excellent practice
supplement. | usually recommend omitting the timed
aspect (i.e. 3 minutes per page) and instead have the
students concentrate on accuracy and bettering their
own personal times.

[t’s Elementary

Levels: 2nd - 4th grade reading levels
Appropriate for: Students with language based
learning disabilities (remedial).

Thisis another series, which teaches students
the vocabulary needed to understand and solve math
story problems. In addition to vocabulary, this series
also gives students aframework to organize informa-
tion from each word problem, which isavery nice
visual aide.

Math-U-See

Levels: K-10th grade skills

Appropriate for: Children who need atactile, visual
approach to math and who are not

distracted by manipulatives.

Available from: www.mathusee.com

Y ou have to watch avideo to learn how to
teach alesson. If you havetime, it isagreat
confidence builder for an inexperienced
teacher. | think this program will be best
suited for very mildly disabled children and
children with attention problems who need
the tactile approach.

Additional Resources for More Se-
verely Disabled Older Students

Counting Money

Levels: 1st gradereading level
Appropriate for: Elementary students to
Adults who need to master basic money
skills.

This series of 5 workbooks proceedsin
ordered steps beginning with small coinsin
Book | and culminating with billsin Book
5. The pages are highly visual with pictures
of the coins and bills and are large enough
for kids with motor skill difficulties. A
good amount of repetition and review is
built in to the series.

TheTimelsNow
Levels. 1st gradereading level
Appropriate for: Elementary through
Adult needing to master basic time skills.
Another highly visual workbook series
designed for more severely disabled stu-
dents. These four workbooks teach numeral
time (e.g. 1:30 instead of half-past one) to
enable students to be able to quickly learn
to read digital clocks and timein print.
Book | teaches time to the hour, 30 minutes
and 15 minutes. Book 2 reviews Book 1
and adds 45 minutes, 10 minutes and 20
minutes. Book 3 adds 40 minutes, 50 min-
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Individual Education Planning Manual

For the Homeschool
Handicapped Student

By Deborah Mary Kathleen Mills

|IEPS are -novv:j_'.e.asy! Create your child’s professional looking IEP specific to the
_special needs of your student:"

‘Menu of IEP gOaIs! Chronological Age-Appropriate Activities for students with
handicaps offers a nonexhaustive menu of ideas from which to draw.

“Spring board” for ideas. its purpose is to function as a resource for designing,
adapting, and validating skill requirements.

Listing of professional terms that equal ordinary skills (folding socks=fine
motor, 3 sequence directions= giving your child three tasks to accomplish in order.

NEWLY UPDATED VERSION NOW AVAILABLE!

This manual can be used over and over each year and for more than one child. A
true investment for years to come.

See order form on pg. 32, or buy online using our secured server at
www.nathhan.org/ResourceRoom




